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 BOTSWANA & CAPRIVI STRIP BIRDING SAFARI             by Leonie Fouché 

 
“Another tough day in Africa” is how co-birder Peter summed up each day of this trip. 
Indeed it was.  Getting up before the first bird started to sing and hitting the road as the 
bats were returning to their roosts, became a way of life for the 9 of us : our guides Japie 
& Ralie Claassen – the very accomplished husband and wife team of Karoo Birding Safaris 
based in Beaufort West; Kevin, Peter, Sandy, Maureen, Gillian, Hannatjie and myself.  We 
were comfortable in an air-conditioned Quantum minibus (with on-board catering!) and 
were later joined by another couple from Gauteng, who followed us in their own vehicle.   
 
The majority of us departed from Cape Town on 26th 
November 2012 and participated in this amazing and 
unforgettable adventure that took us through 
Botswana, along the Caprivi Strip panhandle, down 
through the Kalahari and back into South Africa.  
When we returned to Cape Town on 12th December 
2012, we had covered a distance of 7,477km! 
 
The route included overnight stays in or close to 
Beaufort West, Kimberley, Vryburg & Mafikeng in 
South Africa; Francistown, Kasane, Shakawe, Maun & 
Kang in Botswana; Katima Mulilo & Rundu in Namibia. 
We drove through and spent time in several reserves 
& national parks such as Dronfield, Mafikeng, Chobe, 
Mahango & Bwabwata (Caprivi).                    Yellow-billed Stork 
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Some highlights of the trip were boat 
cruises on Chobe, Zambezi & Okavango 
Rivers; a game drive through Chobe 
National Park; a birding drive at Kalizo 
Lodge (situated on the Zambezi River), 
and the most exciting of all : a 
chartered flight over the Okavango 
Delta!  Seeing everything in such fine 
detail from the air added a whole new 
dimension to our overall wow! 
experience. 
 

 

Woodland Kingfisher (above) & Southern Brown-throated Weaver (right) 
 
We were most impressed with the people of Botswana : 
always courteous, helpful and very friendly – what a pleasure! 
Gaborone’s architecture was simply amazing and everywhere 
we went we saw tidy yards and well-maintained buildings.  In 
fact it was a relief not to be passing piles of litter and rubbish 
that seem to be a way of life in our own country!   
 
 
 
 

And the birding? 
 

Nothing short of spectacular!  The tour produced a 
triplist of 384 species in total, of which 93 were lifers for 
yours truly and that pushed my lifelist up to 543.   Some 
of my co-birders had submitted wishlists for the trip, 
and they got to tick most of the species they set out to 
see.  We were very fortunate in experiencing mild 
weather conditions with moderate temperatures for the 
duration of the trip, which made travelling in Botswana 
over November and December a lot more bearable.   
 
White-fronted Bee-Eater 
(left) and Meve’s Starling 
(right) 
 

Some of the more special sightings for me included : 
Crimson-breasted Shrike; Tropical & Swamp Boubous; 
Woodland Kingfisher (displaying); a breeding colony of 
Carmine Bee-eaters;  Osprey;  a variety of brilliantly blue 
Starlings (Burchell’s, Meve’s & Sharp-tailed);  hundreds 
of Yellow-billed Kites catching flying ants; White-backed 
Night Heron; Violet-eared & Black-faced Waxbills; Lesser 
Jacana; Little Bittern; Brown Firefinch; Collared Palm-
Thrush;  African Barred Owlet, Wood Owl and… Pel’s!! 
 

 Please turn to page 11 for more on our Botswana / Caprivi Strip Birding Safari.  
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THE TWITCHING POST 

 
REPORTS ON MONTHLY OUTINGS  
 

There were no outings in December 2012 or January 2013.  The outing held at Roodewal 
in November 2012 will be reported on in our next newsletter (Autumn 2013). 
 

 
 

BIRDLIFE SOUTH AFRICA’S IMPORTANT BIRD AREA PROGRAMME : IBA SITE ASSESSMENTS 
 

BirdLife South Africa (BLSA) has begun appointing and already placed Regional 
Conservation Managers (RCM) in four high priority regions across South Africa, including 
the Western Cape. Dale Wright (in photo above) was appointed as the Regional Manager 
for the Western Cape; however he has also taken on work in the Eastern Cape. The work 
of these Regional Managers is centred on the Important Bird Areas Programme of BLSA.  
 

The Important Bird Areas (IBAs) are sites which have been identified in terms of globally 
recognised criteria, as part of an international network of sites aimed at conserving bird 
species and their habitats. These sites are principally designated based on the presence of 
threatened species, endemic species restricted in range or to a particular biome and areas 
important for congregations of birds.  
 

As one of their first priorities Regional Managers are conducting IBA site assessments. 
These assessments are also based on standards set by BirdLife International and review 
an IBA using three major categories, namely: 
 

 Threats, Status and Action.  
 

In order to complete an IBA assessment the RCM meets with different stakeholders 
involved with the IBA.   



P a g e | 4  

 

 
 

The various threats facing the IBA are identified and ranked according to their timing, 
their scope or geographic extent across the IBA and their severity or degree of impact on 
the IBA. The status of the key bird species, populations and habitats is then assessed 
using all available data, particularly that of the Animal Demography Unit (ADU) at UCT.  
 

Finally the degree of conservation action, such as implementation of an environmental 
management plan of an existing protected area, is described. These assessments are 
important to the work of BLSA as they assist with prioritizing IBAs across a region for 
conservation action, making contact with potential conservation partners at the site and 
identifying the kinds of projects which BLSA can implement to improve the status of these 
important sites. Such assessments are being undertaken by BLSA’s Regional Conservation 
Managers across the country.  
 

The Eastern Cape holds a number of IBAs including the Kouga-Baviaanskloof Complex IBA, 
Maitland-Gamtoos Coast, Swartkops Estuary IBA, Tsitsikamma National Park and 
Camdeboo National Park, among others. Although Dale is primarily based in the Western 
Cape he has also committed to working in parts of the southern Eastern Cape, including 
the abovementioned IBAs.  
 

In October 2012 Dale met with management of the Camdeboo National Park and 
members of the Graaff-Reinet Bird Club in order to compile an IBA Assessment for this 
area. If you are interested in assisting with IBA assessments please consult the IBA 
directory at http://www.birdlife.org.za/conservation/iba/iba-directory  to determine if 
you are working or living in or near to an IBA, and make contact with the relevant 
Regional Manager, whose details can be found  at  
http://www.birdlife.org.za/conservation/iba/regionalconservationmanagers.  
 

The strength of these assessments is directly dependent on input from various stake-
holders at these sites, and in particular the birders who have been bird-watching or 
monitoring these sites for many years. The assessment forms the base-line for 
implementing conservation action at these sites and a number of different projects were 
discussed with the Bird Club. A major project of Dale’s for 2013 is the establishment of 
Local Conservation Groups (LCGs) at different IBAs to assist BLSA in the monitoring of IBAs 
and other small scale conservation projects. The Graaff-Reinet Bird Club expressed great 
interest in this initiative and Dale plans to return to the town in early 2013 to take this 
forward.    
               
 
 
 

 

ATLASING TRIP REPORT : ABERDEEN & KLIPPLAAT DECEMBER 2012 by Alan Collett 

 
Readers will recall the interesting article I included in our Winter 2012 newsletter, titled 
“Atlasing for Dummies” by Ernst Retief.  Alan Collett, new Graaff-Reinet resident and 
brother of Judy Caryer, is a very experienced birder and is actively involved in assisting 
SABAP2 with the atlasing of “virgin” pentads in our area.   He kindly submitted this report.  
 
“I spent a week atlasing this little covered area. I stayed in a farmer friend’s hunting lodge 
and he introduced me to several other farmers in the area and showed me the roads, 
which was a big help. 
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On the 4th day I met a farmer along the road and when I told him what I was doing, he 
said: "Kom, ek wys jou waar's interessante watervoëls" and he took me to a dam in his 
veld. He didn’t know it, but his "interessant" bit was a huge understatement. There were 
Maccoa Duck (10), Black-necked Grebe, Little Grebe, Cape Shoveler, Southern Pochard,  
Cape and Red-billed Teal, Shelduck, Yellow-billed Duck, Egyptian Goose and the usual 
Black-winged Stilts, Blacksmith Lapwing and Three-banded Plover. Another nice sighting 
was Greater Flamingo and I saw only one Kori Bustard, although everyone told me they 
are plentiful. What I did see a lot of were Ludwig’s Bustard and Karoo Korhaan. 
 
Lark-like Bunting were everywhere and I recorded Golden-breasted a few times, but very 
few Cape and no Cinnamon-breasted. Something that struck me was that I saw no 
Double-collared Sunbirds and if you look on the SABAP distribution maps there is a hole in 
that area as far as they go – it’s mostly Dusky and some Malachite there. Other less 
common species were Red-backed Shrike, Capped Wheatear and Greater Honeyguide. 
 

I struggled with the Long-billed Larks. I know what Karoo sounds like: it has a clear, 
descending whistle and a whirring sound. It is also a greyer bird than Eastern. I heard that 
and recorded it as Karoo. On the second last day one came and sat near me on a bush and 
it called like what I think is Karoo but it had the Eastern’s colouring. I got audio and pics, 
but I am busy sorting out editing capabilities on my laptop so I will do a more in depth 
story on that later. 
 
One mustn’t expect big totals when you bird in the Karoo. The most I got was 48 in 2 
hours and everything else down to 10, but because there aren’t huge numbers of species, 
it makes it all the more rewarding when you do get a decent total.” 
 
You can read more about Alan – his passion for nature in general, and birds in particular 
– on the following link    http://langvleibirding.wordpress.com/about/  
 

 
 
Please let us have any snippets you would like to share with others here on the Twitching Post. 
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SPECIAL EVENTS 
 
Interesting Birding workshops and excursions take place from time-to-time and members 
will be kept informed about them.  Please support these events.  Some exciting 
forthcoming attractions are : 
 

P 8th – 10th Feb 2013 SASOL / Golden Gate Birding Weekend, being 
arranged by Golden Gate Highlands National Park’s 
Honorary Rangers. The new Vulture Hide will be 
operational by then. Contact Elinda Meintjies on cell 
no. 082 820 5212 or email on elinda@vodamail.co.za  

 

P 1st – 5th March 2013 BirdLife SA Flock at Sea AGM.  Cape Town to Walvis 
Bay on the MSC Opera. Special discounts and a full 
programme. Don’t miss out on this fantastic 
opportunity.  1,111 Birders have already booked! This 
will be the biggest bunch of birders together at sea ~ 
ever! Don’t delay.  For more information visit their 
website   http://www.birdlife.org.za/events/flock 

 
 
 

 

   Don’t miss the Boat! 
 

 
 

 
 

P 8th – 10th March 2013 Raptor Course, being presented by Ulrich Oberprieler, 
author of the recently revised and expanded Raptor 
Guide of Southern Africa.  At Mountain Zebra National 
Park, Cradock.  For more information contact organiser 
Willem Olivier on e-mail wjolivier@mtnloaded.co.za  

 

P 22nd – 24th March 2013 Camdeboo National Park Birding Weekend. Only 
R150.00 registration fee per person! This includes free 
access to the Park for the weekend, a cheese & wine 
function on Friday evening and a dinner on Saturday 
evening, with guest speaker. For more information 
contact Rosemary Scheepers on 049-8923453 or email 
Rosemary.Scheepers@sanparks.org   

 

P Japie Claassen of Karoo Birding Safaris arranges small tours throughout SA, as 
well as neighbouring countries such as Namibia, Botswana and Mozambique.  
For more information e-mail him at karoobirding@beaufortwest.net or visit 
their website http://karoobirdingsafaris.weebly.com/   
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P Members are encouraged to join GRANAAT, our local Environmental Interest 
Group.  They meet on the 2nd Tuesday of every month.  Please contact any of 
the following for more information : Paul Inman (049-8910590), Theuns Eksteen 
(049-8922983), or Dal Morrison (049-8922333).   

 

 

LARKING ABOUT 
 
 

 
 
 

BIRDING TIPS : IT’S ALL IN THE BEAK 

 
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopaedia : 
 

“The beak, bill or rostrum is an external anatomical structure of birds which is used for 
eating and for grooming, manipulating objects, killing prey, fighting, probing for food, 
courtship and feeding young. The terms beak and rostrum are also used to refer to a 
similar mouthpart in some Ornithischian dinosaurs, monotremes, cephalopods (see 
Cephalopod beak), cetaceans, billfishes, pufferfishes, turtles, Anuran tadpoles and sirens.) 
Although beaks can vary significantly in size, shape and color, they share a similar 
underlying structure. Two bony projections – the upper and lower mandibles – are 
covered with a thin keratinized layer of epidermis known as the rhamphotheca. In most 
species, two holes known as nares lead to the respiratory system.” 
 

On the next page I have included an interesting and colourful chart, also courtesy of 
Wikipedia, which gives a comparison of bird beaks, displaying different shapes adapted to 
different feeding methods – not to scale.    I have added species examples on either side. 
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Image courtesy of http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b4/BirdBeaksA.svg 

FOR EXAMPLE 
Flycatchers 
& Warblers 

FOR EXAMPLE 
Corvids (Crows,  

Ravens, etc.) 

FOR EXAMPLE 
Finches and 

Canaries 

FOR EXAMPLE 
Sunbirds and 

Sugarbirds 

FOR EXAMPLE 
Woodpeckers 

FOR EXAMPLE 
Crossbills 

FOR EXAMPLE 
Hornbills  

and Toucans 

FOR EXAMPLE 
Pelicans 

FOR EXAMPLE 
Skimmers 

FOR EXAMPLE 
Avocets 

FOR EXAMPLE 
Hoopoes, 

Scimitarbills 
and Curlews 

FOR EXAMPLE 
Flamingos 

FOR EXAMPLE 
Kingfishers 

FOR EXAMPLE 
Cormorants 

FOR EXAMPLE 
Vultures 

FOR EXAMPLE 
Raptors  

(Eagles, Hawks, 
Buzzards, etc.) 
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NEXT OUTINGS 
 
The Graaff-Reinet Bird Club would like to encourage members to each volunteer a turn 
in arranging an outing.  With enough co-operation, you need not have more than one 
turn per year!  Each Convenor will be responsible for : 
 

 Identifying the venue and obtaining the necessary permission from the landowner, 
 Planning the route and conducting a recce beforehand, if necessary,  
 Liaising with the Chairman or Vice-chairman and relaying this information timeously to 

the Club Secretary (Judy Caryer), who will then notify all members, 
 Ensuring that braai wood, grid and fire-lighters are transported to or available at the 

venue, 
 Appointing additional Group Leaders, depending on the size of the group, 
 Bringing with the Club’s Clipboard and Bird List (to be collected from Judy Caryer), 
 Submitting a report on the outing and the completed Bird List to the Club Secretary 

within a week after the outing, 
 Traditionally there is no outing in January. 
 

Outings are scheduled for the 1st Saturday of each month, unless this clashes with 
another important event, in which case the alternative will be the previous or next 
Saturday. The meeting place remains the same, namely in front of the Department of 
Agriculture / Environmental Affairs Building in Bourke Street, Graaff-Reinet – unless  
otherwise informed.  Details of each outing will be confirmed about two weeks in 
advance.  Time of departure varies according to the season, but we do try to hit the road 
between 5am and 6am in the summer and by 7am in the winter.  Bring along a breakfast 
snack (to be enjoyed on the trot), something for the braai after the outing, and a chair.  
Don’t forget your binoculars, field guide, hat, sunblock and H₂O!  Comfortable, yet sturdy, 
walking shoes are a must.  And even though we are now enjoying summer, it is advisable 
to bring with something warm, like a windbreaker jacket – just in case. 
 

The table below contains a provisional schedule of outings for the next few months.  
Kindly note that this programme is not cast in stone, but at least it will assist our 
members (especially those living further afield) with their forward planning.  Confirmation 
will be given by way of each quarterly newsletter and Judy will send out separate notices 
of each outing well in advance.  Please let us have your suggestions on any other suitable 
localities we should consider. 
 

DATE OF OUTING LOCALITY CONVENOR TELEPHONE NO. 
FEBRUARY 2013 
Saturday the 2nd  

Groenvlei 
(towards Richmond) Jerry Rose-Innes 049-8910255 

084 437 4790 
MARCH 2013 
Saturday the 2nd  
 
Weekend 22nd – 24th  

Suggested : Waterval 
(GRT district) 
Camdeboo National Park 
Birding Weekend 

TBC 
 
Rosemary Scheepers 
(SANParks) 

TBS 
 

Park Office 
049-8923453 

APRIL 2013 
Saturday the 6th 

Suggested : Rietpoort 
(Nieu-Bethesda district) TBC TBS 

 

(TBC = to be confirmed)        (Blue = special event, please support)        (TBS = to be supplied) 
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The Club Committee will soon be compiling a schedule of outings  
for the rest of the year and this will appear in our next newsletter. 

 

 
 

GRAAFF-REINET BIRD CLUB CONTACTS 
 

PORTFOLIO MEMBER TEL / CELL E-MAIL / STREET ADDRESS 

Chairman Jerry Rose-Innes 049-8910255 
084 437 4790 jerry.roseinnes@gmail.com 

Vice-Chairman William Luckhoff 049-8922893 7 Olivier Dippenaar Street GRT 
Secretary & Treasurer Judy Caryer 049-8910353 caryer@isat.co.za 
Newsletter & Publicity Leonie Fouché 049-8923200 fouchel@camdeboo.gov.za 
Additional Member  Anna-Maree Vorster 049-8922032 VorsterinGR@telkomsa.net 
Additional Member Pierre Strydom 082 066 7312 pierrestry@gmail.com 

BANK BRANCH 
CODE ACCOUNT HOLDER TYPE OF 

ACCOUNT ACCOUNT NUMBER 

ABSA 334-216 Graaff-Reinet Bird Club 32-Day 
Notice A/C 92 7339 5998 

 
 

-  A FRIENDLY REMINDER... 
 
ANNUAL SUBS ARE RENEWABLE IN MAY EACH YEAR. For only R30.00 you can participate 
in one of the fastest-growing recreational hobbies in the world, go on a monthly outing 
and receive a quarterly Newsletter!    
 
We regret to advise that members who have not paid their subs for the past 2 years are in 
the process of being removed from our database. 
 

Please submit your interesting stories & events for inclusion in our next Newsletter.  F 
 

 
 

All photographs by Leonie Fouché, unless otherwise acknowledged.  All articles are published in good faith. 
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BOTSWANA & CAPRIVI STRIP (NAMIBIA) TRIP REPORTS & PHOTOS 
 

 
 

 
 

         
 
MAP, GRAPHS & FLAG COURTESY OF  http://unimaps.com/botswana/index.html  

Our point of 
entry & exit 

POINT 

RUNDU KATIMA MULILO 

Shankara 

ANGOLA 
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Below : Our lodgings on this trip were all of very good standard and meals were excellent! 
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A somewhat tight situation                          By Kevin Drummond-Hay         
 
On a recent trip to Botswana and the Okavango our group were staying at the Chobe 
Lodge in Kasane on the Zambezi river.  After an early breakfast we all left on a river trip 
looking for reed skulkers and waterfowl along the river bank. The weather played along 
with slightly overcast conditions and cool breezes with intermittent drizzle, which didn’t 
dampen the spirits of the voyagers. 
 
After a long morning we arrived back at the 
lodge, much to my relief, as something I and 
one of the others had eaten had begun to turn 
our innards to mush… so it was off the boat 
and a long trot to the ablutions. Knowing we 
were going on a game drive in the early 
afternoon, I popped some pills to overcome 
the inevitable trots. The other inflicted wisely 
decided to give the game drive a miss.   
                   Yellow-billed Kite 
 

Off we all go with our intrepid guide into the wilds of Chobe and all is well in the nether 
regions. Elephant and hippo aplenty, waders and storks, vultures and eagles all giving 
great views.  2 hours later there is a report of a pride of lions moving along the river 
embankment… off we go at breakneck speed over humps and bumps to catch up with the 
felines.  Oh dear, the more the humps and bumps, the more the stirring of the lower 
extremities. 
 

We find the lions and much oohing and aahing 
coming from the rest of the group manages to 
drown out the moaning and groaning of the 
turbulence going on in my internals.  All this 
bush and nowhere to go!!!! 
 
We now decide to follow the pride as they 
move through the bush, everyone is excited 
except yours truly who is eyeing every available 
bush which may be a haven of relief, except for 
the presence of a multitude of hungry beasts. 

 
The pressure builds and the lions are the least of my problem… lion-infested bush looked 
more and more inviting and less of a threat than what was going on inside of me. Another 
half hour passes, lion-viewing – the grand eruption imminent – and my cry goes out to the 
Guide…  ”Please!!!!  …a bush away from the lions and quick!!” 
 
Oh my goodness, here we go bouncing and hopping through the bush again and all hell is 
about to break loose with each bump and hump, sweat pouring down my ribs, teeth and 
all else clenched for all it is worth.  There it was… a huge bush, safe from predation and 
sanctuary for the most desperate. 
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The rest of the afternoon was a breeze with more great sightings of the lions, close-ups of 
Levaillant’s Cuckoo and stunning sunset sightings of Fish Eagle and Marabou Storks in 
their roosting spots for the night. 
 
What can I say, but…  What a game Drive that was!   
 

From left to right : Peter Sumner, 
Sandy Howell, Hannatjie Venter, 
Maureen Beech, Kevin Drummond-
Hay, Leonie Fouché, Ralie Claassen, 
Gillian Stark.   
Insert : Japie Claassen, our expert 
tour guide. 
 
 

          Carmine Bee-Eater 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
[A special thank you to Kevin for submitting this humorous 
account of a very tricky situation,  with photographs.] 
 
   
 

Another tough day in Africa                                      by Peter Sumner         
 
Day 1 to 3 
 
I was the ‘weakest’ birder in the group. The other 5 plus the guide and his spotter/caterer 
wife (Japie and Ralie Claassen) varied from very competent to hotshot. My eyesight is not 
great, and so I would battle a bit.  It was pleasant not to be driving on the N1 so I could 
take in all the sights. On the way highlights were a young Fish Eagle at a pond just south 
of Matjiesfontein, Spike-heeled, Large-billed and Red-capped Larks, and then a Martial 
Eagle on a distant pylon after Laingsburg. We popped in at Beaufort West dam, where I 
got my first lifer for the trip (Namaqua Warbler), which appeared immediately after it was 
called. In Beaufort West it was very hot so I bought a cheap wide-brimmed hat, which 
turned out to be a great investment. In the mid afternoon we headed northeast on the 
N1, and turned left along the Karoo National Park fence, up the Molteno Pass, where a 
pair of Booted Eagles (light and dark morph) soared majestically.  
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We set off north and discovered a gem of a dam at Victoria West, with a huge variety of 
waterbirds, including Bar-tailed Godwit, SA Cliff Swallow and White-winged Tern. We 
enjoyed breakfast in-between spotting.  20 km north of Britstown is a delightful farm stall 
(Kambro Padstal) that sells the most delicious springbok pies, served with apricot 
chutney.  We saw a Kori Bustard near Strydenburg, and White-backed Vultures 90 km 
south of Kimberley. We saw the fantastic sight of thousands of Lesser Flamingos at 
Kamfer’s Dam just south of Kimberley, before arriving at Dronfield Nature Reserve, a 
private reserve established and maintained by a leading SA mining company, where we 
birded until sunset. While the braai was on the go, I had a swim at full moon in the pool. 
Another tough day in Africa survived!  
 
We birded a bit around Dronfield – there is game there too – and set off for Mafikeng. We 
stopped in at Jan Kempdorp to collect our final trip companion – another very good birder 
– and saw Orange River White-eyes in her garden. A group of Abdim’s Storks was busy 
feeding in a farm field not far down the road as we proceeded to Mafikeng, which seems 
to be competing for the filthiest town in the country. That night we stayed at the 
delightful Mafikeng Nature Reserve, just out of town. I had not heard of it before, nor 
Dronfield for that matter, and was pleasantly surprised by the positive conservation 
efforts. In the afternoon’s heat, Orange River Francolin, Eastern Clapper Lark and Plain- 
backed Pipit became my latest lifers. There was great excitement among my fellow 
travellers, when a Coqui Francolin showed itself, and came right up to the vehicle. It was a 
lifer for most of my companions. I didn’t realize when I saw it a few years ago how 
sought-after it was.  
 
Day 4 to 6 
 
As a snorer of note, I impressed my companions who had joked that I emit a love call to 
attract large animals, when we spotted a rhino mum & calf out of the kitchen window at 
first light. We birded to the gate, and the best sighting was a pair of secretary birds on a 
treetop.  Then we had an uneventful border crossing into Botswana. A Wahlberg’s Eagle 
had something on the ground as we flashed past. I had hoped to get my 500th tick in SA 
but it was not to be. I was on 499. We passed through Gaberone and Francistown before 
arriving at Woodlands Stop Over (a birding paradise), which is where I picked up no. 500 – 
a Grey-rumped Swallow. 

 
I was most impressed by Botswana and its 
people. The cities were by and large litter free 
and we saw a litter collector on the side of the 
highway – not like Kimberley and Mafikeng – 
and the people were refreshingly relaxed and 
friendly. It was a pleasure to be there. Every 
now and then, there were positive billboards 
encouraging people to develop themselves. 
What a shining example to the continent.  
  

       Immature Fish Eagle 
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On the way to Kasane we saw a Boulder Chat, and immediately afterwards saw a Lesser 
Spotted Eagle, to take me to 506. After passing many of those triangular road signs 
depicting cattle and kudu, we came across some elephant ones.  Some time later we saw 
our first ‘free range’ eles. After settling in at the lodge on the Chobe river, we birded in its 
grounds and just outside, and I picked up many birds, including Trumpeter Hornbill, Red- 
faced Cisticola, Terrestrial Brownbul, White-browed Coucal, Brown and Red-billed 
Firefinch, Collared Sunbird, Golden Weaver, Northern Grey-headed Sparrow and the 
elusive Collared Palm Thrush. Lifer paradise! The buffet dinner on the patio overlooking 
the Chobe river was delicious. So far the trip had well exceeded my expectations.  
 
Then came one of the many highlights I was looking forward to;  a morning’s boat ride on 
the mighty Chobe river. It was quite magnificent. The guide/skipper was excellent at 
getting us in close to the shore where the abundance of waterbirds shared territory with 
hippos, crocs, buffalo and the odd antelopes. New birds for me were Great Swamp 
Warbler, Half-collared Kingfisher, Rock Pratincole, Coppery-tailed Coucal and Slaty Egret. 
We were thankful that it was heavily overcast and even drizzled a bit, but it was not great 
for photos.  
 
We were able to get close to a lot of birds on the shoreline. Eventually our cruising in the 
channels around the islands came to an end, and we then birded in and around the lodge 
which yielded for me, Schalow’s Turaco and Grey-headed Parrot. At mid afternoon we 
went on a game drive into Chobe National Park. At a waterhole where we saw elephants, 
a juvenile Eagle sparked off a huge discussion. I wanted it to be a Steppe – a lifer – but it 
was decided it was a Lesser Spotted. We heard about some lions, and picked up Broad-
Billed Roller en route to them to add to my count. My ‘roomie’ had our sighting of the 
now inactive pride of 5 females cut short as nature called him urgently. Back at the lodge, 
the buffet was again sumptuous.  
 
Day 7 – 10 
 
We birded at Kasane before we headed north over the Namibian border, which was  
‘guarded’ by some huge baobabs – 28 lifers later – not a bad tally for 3 days in Botswana. 
The change in the pride in one’s country was immediately noticeable as we headed for 
Katima Mulilo. Here I was pleasantly surprised by the infrastructure and there were the 
shops we have at home. We made our way along muddy roads to the lodge on the 
Zambezi, which I had wanted to visit for about 8 years but not quite got there.  
 
I had also planned to take my late father there on an 
85th birthday trip, but we cancelled when he fell and 
broke his hip 6 weeks beforehand. On the approach 
road I added Pygmy Goose we spotted in one of the 
ponds. When we arrived, an elderly couple joined the 
tour under their own steam. I met them in the pool, the 
coolest place to be.  
 
In an early morning walkabout, lifer Shelley’s Sunbird made an appearance, before we set 
off for another highlight of the trip.  
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Just west of the lodge is where a large number of Carmine Bee-eaters breed. I have 
wanted to see this for years as well, and we parked next to the breeding holes. The 
juvenile Carmines were almost ready to migrate, and we were surrounded by these 
colourful birds, all chirping away. It was a memorable and satisfying experience, and a 
bucket list tick. Three Yellow-billed Kites were in attendance to pick off the weaklings and 
it was hard to leave, but there were lifers to be had and I had seen Carmines before. 
 
While searching the many ponds in the area we found Luapula Cisticola, and Black Coucal. 
The afternoon was spent swimming, catching up with washing and relaxing, which meant 
gawking up trees and across the river. Another ride to the pans revealed Allen’s Gallinule 
and many other interesting sightings.  The next day, driving from the lodge, I completed 
my Coucal count, with a Senegal.  
 
We birded around Katima Mulilo, and found African Emerald Cuckoo and Green-backed 
Honeybird I hadn’t seen before. Everything was perfect. I was having a wonderful trip 
with many very pleasant surprises. It was going too well. Then things changed. While 
turning to watch a suspected Dickenson’s kestrel – a potential lifer – which turned out to 
be a Lizard Buzzard, the foot of the recently joined driver behind us slipped off the brake 
onto the accelerator and his car slammed our trailer into the back of the Quantum 
minibus. The trailer’s transom was bent double and the bus’s bumper bent upwards, 
which prevented the rear door from opening. The car’s number plate was a bit bent.  
 
Luckily we were about 1.5 km from Katima Mulilo, and found an engineering works that 
could fix it. We could fetch it in 2 days’ time. While this was being deliberated, those of us 
not directly involved were dropped off at a garden coffee shop, where I got another lifer. 
Bronze Mannikins that have eluded me for years appeared and foraged with Blue 
Waxbills and other birds in the garden, while a Paradise Flycatcher was working out how 
he could swim in the bird bath. Fortunately the two vehicles could drive and with the 
luggage redistributed, we set off 2 hours later across the Caprivi Strip and arrived at our 
lodge destination after dark.  
 
The next morning we set off to find the area’s specialities. 
First I added the Sharp-tailed Starling, and then I heard my 
‘bogey bird’ calling Piet-my-vrou. The Red-chested Cuckoo 
has eluded me for as long as I can remember. I have heard 
hundreds, and the guide obligingly called it, and at last it 
appeared on the top of a distant tree. It became no. 537. It 
did not take too long to get the next one, Souza’s Shrike, but 
sadly we dipped on the Rufous-bellied Tit. On the way back to 
the lodge we got another 2 lifers, Mosque Swallow and 
Steppe Eeagle. Back at the lodge, I was in the pool when I saw 
a pair of juvenile Shikras flying around, and one had caught a 
mouse! Later we also found a sleeping African Barred Owlet 
that was very obliging to photographers.  
 
Birding was rich here and the food was excellent, as usual.  
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Day 11 to 13 
 
It was not yet light as we set off 400 km back to Katima Mulilo to fetch the hopefully 
repaired trailer. Aesthetic photography is not usually on my list, but that morning’s 
sunrise begged a photo. We stopped only for fuel and it was a long, tiring day. My 
companions were not happy at all. We were dropped off at the same coffee shop and 90 
minutes later we were tearing through the Caprivi strip again for the 3rd time in 3 days. 
However, we did stop for Arnot’s Chat, and after being on the road for 700 km, we turned 
south for the delightful Mahango Game Reserve. Unfortunately we had to go through in 
an indecent haste, but in the 40 minutes we spent there I added Bradfield’s Hornbill and 
Wattled Crane to my list. Now if we could have been there for 3 hours?  We arrived at the 
lodge just in time for a swim before the mosquitoes took control. Dinner was again a 
buffet of note. I had been here 7 years ago and it was great to renew acquaintance with 
the owners. Staying in their new lodge was a lot better than camping.  
 
The next anticipated highlight was another boat trip, but this time on the Okavango. 
Seven years ago I did a brief one on the day we departed and had picked up lifers like 
African Skimmer, Rufous-bellied Heron and Long-toed Lapwing.  I was eager to repeat the 
sightings, which I did, as well as the Pel’s in its natural environment. Once again, the 
guide/skipper was excellent, and before long I had added Chirping Cistcola, which put on 
a show for its ‘rival’ – the elusive Lesser Jacana, Collared Pratincole and Grey-headed 
Kingfisher. We approached some large trees and slowed down. Suddenly 2 large orange 
shapes flew from one branch to another. The Pel’s! They were shy and we just couldn’t 
get a good sighting. This is about the best. But still, another bucket list item ticked.  
 
The cruise produced a lot of previously seen waterbirds, and I saw quite a few Skimmers.  
After a light lunch, we went in search of Wood Owls in the camping area. Great! Another 
potential tick. While doing the stiffneck thing (looking up into the tops of trees) somebody 
discovered one of the birds I had written off ever seeing – a Bat Hawk!  We found the 
Wood Owl family, so I got 2 ticks. 
 
A stiff breeze made the water on the late afternoon 
cruise choppy and the birds had the afternoon off, 
but the ‘cheeky’ guide and his feathered friend had a 
surprise for us. He produced a small Tiger Fish and at 
a certain spot, threw it into the water. On cue, a Fish 
Eagle swooped down and took the fish. The guide 
laughed and then admitted this was his ‘pet’ and 
that they had been doing this ‘show’ for a few years 
already.  
 
Chutzpah indeed!             Slaty Egret 

 
We left Western-Banded Snake Eagle territory without seeing one, but on the long ride 
down to Maun, I somewhat unexpectedly got bird no. 550. A group of Pelicans flew 
overhead, and there were Pink-backed among them. We did not go to the planned 
accommodation, but to the place I had stayed at on my previous visit to Maun in 1973.  
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Birding in the grounds was good, but by now birds we had already seen on the trip. Plans 
were finalised for what I had considered as the highlight of the trip – a flight over the 
Okavango Delta. This was not part of the tour itinerary and I had asked the guide if I could 
do it. To my surprise, there were 7 others who were joining me, including the guide and 
his wife, who had never been in the air before. It was a magic hour. Although the water 
levels were a bit low, I was able to enjoy ‘live’ what I have seen on coffee table books.  
 
An unforgettable bucket list experience. We saw large birds plus elephant, giraffe, 
buffalo, antelope and hippos before crossing back to the cattle and… goats. The late 
afternoon was spent birding in the camp grounds. The day also yielded a Little Bittern.   
 
Day 14 to 17 
 
We birded in the camp grounds before breakfast, and found a Swamp Boubou, the Little 
Bittern and a juvenile White-browed Robin Chat among others. Maun is now a sprawling 
mishmash of western and tribal cultures, far different from the village of mud huts, hotel 
& garage I saw in 1973. We bade the elderly couple farewell and parted company. As we 
headed for home, my companions seemed to have ‘cabin fever’ and no longer had much 
enthusiasm for birds previously seen. This was the first day on the trip that I failed to get 
a lifer, but we stayed at a stop over right on the Tropic of Capricorn near Kang. I think it 
was a hunting lodge, because there was a waterhole that some very nervous impala and a 
kudu drank from. In the late afternoon, we birded in the grounds of the lodge.  
 
With the trip almost behind us, we left early and almost drove into a herd of free range 
Red Hartebeest on our way to cross the border. Near Mafikeng, we went looking for Larks 
and Pipits, but my ‘lifer’ of Bradfield’s is not permitted as it has been lumped together 
with Sabota. Still, I got a Tinkling Cisticola and later during a lovely thunderstorm, Black- 
winged Pratincole that flew among the Lesser Kestrels, as we made our way to Vryburg 
for the night. The lodge we stayed at in the town was steeped in history and boasted Cecil 
John Rhodes and villain Scotty Smith as its patrons.  
 
On our way to Beaufort West we spotted a Fairy Flycatcher – another lifer – and went and 
had another look for Bradfield’s Swift at the Big Hole in Kimberley.  After settling in at the 
guest house, we went on to some back roads outside Beaufort West to do birding, which 
was quite productive and I got the final lifer for the trip – the Black-eared Sparrowlark. 
 
The last day was the earliest start yet, and the objective was to get to the destination as 
quickly as possible to get the bus repaired. Overall it had been a wonderful 17 days, but it 
was nice to get home. When my wife met me at the appointed place, and in spite of my 
frustratingly poor eyesight, I had birded with some people I would be happy to repeat it 
with, seen 385 different species – some fleeting, others lingering, some close, others very 
distant, some clear, others obscured or indistinct. Still, I had added 62 lifers from the trip, 
and taken my lifelist tally to 554. Not quite the 600 target I had set myself, but then I 
didn’t realistically think I would get there. Where to next?   

   

[Abridged version.  A special thank you to Peter for submitting this interesting account of 
our trip, with photographs.] 
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