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Hot off the Press !!  Vuurwarm Nuus !! 

 
BBIIRRDDIINNGG  WWEEEEKKEENNDD  AA  TTWWEEEETTIINNGG  SSUUCCCCEESSSS  !!  

 
On the weekend of 20 – 22 March 2015, 
Camdeboo National Park hosted its 6th 
and most successful ever annual Birding 
Weekend.  A whopping 49 Birders from 
far-and-wide had registered for the 
event, which promised to be a fun-filled 
and action-packed weekend.  And so it 
was.   
 
The Camdeboo Honorary Rangers (Johan 
Bouwer & his Team) had put together an 
exciting programme and with the 
assistance of Park Manager Peter 
Burdett, a variety of excursions were 
identified, to suit young and old, novice 
to experienced.  Rosemary Scheepers put 
a lot of hard work into co-ordinating the 
logistics, and competently managed all 
the administrative work.   
 
The programme started with a cocktail 
do at the beautifully renovated Drostdy 
Hotel, where everybody got to meet each 
other and enjoy the delectable snacks 
and liquid refreshment.  Our Goody Bags 

were filled with interesting and useful 
items.  Peter Burdett was given the 
opportunity to explain the weekend’s 
programme and then Leonie Fouché gave 
an interesting talk on the 52 Roberts Bird 
Plates that are on display inside the 
Hotel.  These plates are part of the 
original set of 56 that consisted of over a 
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1,000 watercolour illustrations, painted 
by Norman Lighton between 1936 and 
1939 for the first publication of Dr Austin 
Roberts’ book Birds of South Africa.  A 
lesser known fact is that Lighton made 
extensive use of the work of another 
artist, Claude Finch-Davies, who was 
never acknowledged in the book.  Two 
plates (Larks and Swallows) were lost 
“due to enemy action in Word War 2” 
and the other two (Sunbirds and 
Cisticolas) simply disappeared. 

It is thanks to Adrian Arnott, an old 
Unionite and now a trustee of FirstRand 
Foundation, that this unique collection 
eventually found its way to Graaff-
Reinet.   

 
The Big Birding Day 
 
Everyone started out bright and early on 
Saturday morning.  The weather was 
perfect as the 5 groups headed off to 
their respective destinations, some on 
foot but most in safari-style vehicles that 
were on loan for the day.  
 
This was not a big numbers race or 
competition – the idea was to enjoy the 
Park and all it had to offer, even though it 
was caught in the middle of an extended 
dry spell and the birds were not as 
plentiful or active as they would normally 
be this time of the year.  There were 
some interesting sightings, most notably 
two new species for the Park : a Tractrac 
Chat along the Koedoeskloof route and a 
Mocking Cliff Chat by the group that did 
the Fonteinkloof excursion.  Other good 
sightings included African Olive Pigeon, 
Dusky Indigobird, Black-headed Canary, 
Mountain Wheatear, African Firefinch, 
Yellow-bellied Eremomela – to name but 
a few. 
 
Just before noon everyone met up at the 
Granaat Lapa again, to enjoy a light 
brunch and the most decadent chocolate 
cake!  After that it was birding at leisure, 
but I suspect many participants were 
caught napping that afternoon, as the 
wind had come up and conditions 
outside were a little unpleasant.  
 
Saturday evening saw the flock gathering 
at the Drostdy Hotel for the Gala Dinner, 
preceded by a fascinating talk on Birds of 
the Karoo by Prof Adrian Craig from 
Rhodes University.  The 3-course meal 
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was divine!  The lucky-draw afterwards 
gave each and every participant a chance 
to win an interesting prize;  some were 
lucky enough to win accommodation at 
selected National Parks.  A total of 138 
species had been recorded for the day. 
 

All good things come to an end 
 
And so on Sunday we had our last 
gathering at Camdeboo National Park’s 
Environmental Education Centre, where 
Adrian Craig gave us a very interesting 

bird ringing demonstration.  A group of 
birders did some last-minute birding in 
the vicinity of the Centre and later joined 
the others for a relaxing braai, before 
heading home.   
 
A big THANK YOU to each and every one 
that played a role in making the weekend 
such a success!  We are also grateful to 
Johan and Gaynor Rupert – patrons of 
BirdLife South Africa – for their very 
generous support. 

  

                                                                  
  
  

  

  

  

Special Feature : Another important activity in the Park! 

 
WWHHAATT  MMAAKKEESS  BBIIRRDDWWAATTCCHHEERRSS  SSUUCCHH  AA  SSPPEECCIIAALL  BBRREEEEDD??  

 
Birding is oftentimes considered to be a 
solitary sport.  Not very sociable and 
maybe a little strange – that’s us.  Or is 
it?  No, on the whole we are normal 
people that lead normal lives, sometimes 
with extremely busy social calendars.  
But you will find us stalking around in the 
veld, sometimes sitting or standing dead 
still for hours, patiently waiting for that 
one special bird to show itself.  And we 
are prepared to invest generously in our 

hobby, dishing out big bucks on birding 
equipment and the latest field guides or 
trips to strange and remote places to see 
different species.  I am not talking about 
the Twitchers – those are the crazy ones. 
 
So when I read a post on facebook about 
UCT’s Animal Demography Unit doing 
some research in our area on Birder 
Behaviour, I was immediately interested. 
They were looking for birders (from 

A Neddicky (below) and a Brown-hooded 
Kingfisher (right) being prepared for ringing. 
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beginner to expert) to participate in the 
survey.  Within a flash a few Eastern 
Cape birders had registered, and another 
one from Cape Town.  There were two 
localities, i.e. Mountain Zebra National 
Park outside Cradock and our own 
Camdeboo National Park.  I put my name 
down for the latter, as it was easier to 
get there from my home base on a daily 
basis over the weekend.  Alan Collett was 
another local that participated. 
 
Robyn Milne, who co-ordinated the 
whole thing, recently graduated with an 
MSc degree in Conservation Biology from 
the Percy Fitzpatrick Institute of African 
Ornithology, University of Cape Town. 
She is now managing the project at the 
institute that aims to identify the cultural 
value of birds for birdwatchers around 
the country. Robyn and her team camped 
in Camdeboo National Park from 24 to 27 
April and managed to cover quite a lot of 
ground.  Here is her synopsis : 
 
“Birds are important parts of ecosystems, 
and people benefit indirectly from many 
of the things that they do – such as seed 
dispersal, waste removal and pest 
control. People also benefit directly from 
watching, identifying and generally 
enjoying birds. These direct benefits 
contribute substantially to our enjoy-
ment of National Parks and other 
protected areas, but policy makers and 
conservation managers often ignore 
them because no one has measured 
them. If we can better understand what 
people enjoy about birds, and if we can 
connect the direct and indirect benefits 
that people derive from birds by putting 
numbers on the direct benefits that are 
provided by different bird species and 
communities, we can feed this know-
ledge into conservation planning and 
environmental impact assessments. The 
aim of this project is therefore to 

measure what people get from birds in 
different places around South Africa, and 
to connect this knowledge to the species 
compositions of the bird communities in 
the same locations.  
 
Robyn and her colleague, Frances 
Morling (a fellow MSc classmate and 
graduate), recently visited Mountain 
Zebra and Camdeboo National Parks to 
conduct research for the project. They 
were joined by a group of birders (from 
reasonably amateur-level birders, to 
expert-level birders who have been 
birding in this area for years). The 
amateur-level birders went out birding 
along various 5km routes in the parks, 
keeping a list of all species seen and 
heard along the way. They then 
completed a brief survey afterwards to 
identify which species they were most 
excited to see and why, and what 
contributed positively and negatively 
towards their experience. The following 
day at a similar time, the expert-level 
birders conducted standardised point 
counts along those 5km routes to get an 
idea of the species compositions and 
abundances in the area.  
 
By combining and comparing these data, 
the idea is that this information can be 
used to help conservation managers 
understand tourism relating to birds, 
make parks more attractive for birders 
and put numbers on bird-related benefits 
so that they can argue for their economic 
value.” 
 
We hope that our contribution will have 
assisted Robyn and her colleagues in 
what they aimed to achieve.  Avi-tourism 
has grown tremendously in South Africa, 
and it is important that our National 
Parks position themselves strategically to 
optimize the benefit from this lucrative 
industry. 
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But birds are not all that we birdwatchers are interested in.  We enjoy nature in general, 
and Camdeboo National Park is rich in bio-diversity.  
 

    
 

    
 

    
 

A Yellow Mongoose enjoying the early morning sun.     The intense stare of a Black-headed Heron. 

The Steenbokkie (below) seemed to think that if she 
stood dead still, no-one would see her.  The Capped 
Wheatear (right) is rarely seen and was a good find. 

Left : my first ever sighting of a Common Slug-eater.         
Below : Karoo Violets are always a joy to behold. 
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Flowers were abundant, after the good rains.             Frogs on the reservoir wall, Koedoeskloof. 

 
 
Going up Koedoeskloof was quite 
hectic.  The 4x4 track is badly eroded, 
with a lot of loose material and in 
places there were huge rocks lying on 
the track that we had to carefully work 
our way around.  A first for me – 
driving a 4x4 diesel bakkie, courtesy of 
UCT. 
 

 

On the plateau, the vegetation had 
been badly burnt by the most recent 
fire (caused by lightning), but 
greenery was beginning to show 
thanks to the good rains the month 
before. 

 
 
The beautiful view from the top of 
Koedoeskloof.   
 
 

PS : The Common Slug-eater 
featured on the previous page 
is called a Tabakrolletjie in 
Afrikaans! 
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BYDRAES DEUR ONS LEDE 

 
‘‘nn  DDoorriinnggbboooomm  bbyy  ‘‘nn  aannddeerr  nnaaaamm……  

 
Marie Retief word bedank vir hierdie 
interessante bydrae. 
 
Soetdoring (Acasia karroo) is baie volop 
en bekend in ons land.  Die boom is baie 
bekend vir sy brandhout, maar het ook ‘n 
paar ander gebruike.  Die sade dien as 
plaasvervanger vir koffiebone; die bas vir 
leerlooiery; gom as versoeter en as ‘n 
middel teen sooibrand; droë peule getrek 
op water as ‘n middel vir die behandeling 

van artritis; aftreksel van bas, blare en 
gom word gedrink vir die behandeling 
van verkoue, inwendige bloeding en 
mondsiekes.  In ons warm somers is dit 
ook ‘n welkome koelteboom vir mens en 
dier.  Dit is ook ‘n gesogte nesmaakplek 
vir ‘n verskeidneheid van voëlsoorte. 
 
Uit die artikel “Soetdorings – meer as net 
goeie vuurmaakhout” deur Louis Jordaan. 

 
 

IInn  ddiiee  PPaarrkk  ggeessiieenn……  
 
Buks Marais het onlangs laat weet dat  hy 
en sy toergroep een oggend vroeg bo by 
die Vallei van Verlatenheid afgekom het 
op voëls wat hy nog nooit vantevore in 
Camdeboo Nasionale Park gesien het nie.  
Dit was die pragtige Grondspeg (Ground 
Woodpecker in Engels) wat gewoonlik in 
klein familie-groepe rondbeweeg en ‘n 
baie kenmerkende  roep het.  Buks het 
verder vertel dat hulle nog meer 
opgewonde was toe hulle later in die 
Wildbesigtigingsarea naby die dam ‘n 
dier sien wat vermoedelik ‘n Vaalboskat 
(African Wild Cat) was. 
 

Toevallig dieselfde naweek (25/26 April), 
het Pam Ellenberger Kleiman (vanaf 
Steytlerville) ook op die Grondspegte 
afgekom terwyl sy en die Universiteit van 
Kaapstad se studente met hul navorsing 
bo by die Vallei besig was.  Hulle het net 

by die parkeerarea stilgehou en was 
besig om uit die voertuig te klim, toe 
hulle die voëls gewaar.   Hierdie is nie ‘n 
nuwe species vir die Park nie, maar hulle 
word selde of ooit gesien. 

 

Grondspeg – foto deur Leonie Fouché 

 
 

DO YOU HAVE SOMETHING TO CONTRIBUTE?  
Please let us have your interesting stories and 
events for inclusion in our next newsletter. 

WIL U ‘N INTERESSANTE STORIE OF ERVARING 
MET ONS DEEL?  Voer gerus u bydraes deur sodat 
ons dit in die volgende nuusbrief kan plaas. 

Nuusbrief & Reklame 
Newsletter & Publicity 

Leonie Fouché 
 049-8923200 

  082 7077 403 
fouche.leonie@gmail.com 
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Please help us to keep our Members’ List 
current by paying your outstanding 
subscription fee.  Only R50.00 per annum 
and you get to join us at our monthly 
meeting and sociable braai, receive an 
informative newsletter every quarter and 
participate in any other events that are 
arranged during the course of the year.  
(Pay less for two or more.) 
 

Donations are most welcome. Thanks! 
 

Annual subscriptions are payable in 
May - remember to renew yours now.  
Please pay your subs directly to our 
Treasurer – thank you.  

 
 
Help ons asseblief om Nuusbriewe en 
ander belangrike inligting vinniger en 
meer doeltreffend by u te kry.  Die 
Komitee rig ‘n beroep op alle lede wie 
beskik oor ‘n  e-pos fasiliteit, om hul e-
posadres aan die Klub Sekretaris (Dal 
Morrison) of Tesourier (Christo Vorster) 
te verskaf.   
 

Stel ons ook in kennis indien u 
kontakbesonderhede verander het. 
 

Onthou om u R5.00 bydrae vir die 
braaihout saam te bring na elke 
vergadering – baie dankie! 

 

Upcoming Events 
 
Please note that our ordinary meetings 
are held on the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month and start at 6pm sharp.  Bring 
along something to eat and to drink for 
the braai afterwards.         
 
Our meeting place is at the Granaat 
Lapa, behind Camdeboo National Park’s 
offices, on the N9 / Middelburg road. 

Interested in birdwatching?  Why not join 
the Graaff-Reinet Bird Club?  They have a 
monthly birding outing, followed by a 
sociable braai, on the 1st Saturday of each 
month.  Subs are only R50.00 p.a.   
 
Contact Alan Collett on cellular 076 8986 
413 or e-mail arc060752@gmail.com for 
more information. 

 
 

The May meeting will be preceded by a guided tour at Karoo Taxidermy, situated at 15 
Van der Bijl Street, Industrial area, Graaff-Reinet.  Members are requested to be there 
at 15:45.  After the tour, we shall proceed to our usual meeting place, the Granaat Lapa. 

All photographs by Leonie Fouché, unless otherwise acknowledged.  All articles are published in good faith.  
SPECIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT : Cover Page image of Rhigozum obovatum with the kind permission of USA 
photographer Michael Charters  http://www.calflora.net     

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:arc060752@gmail.com
http://www.calflora.net/
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SOME MORE BHUTAN BIRDS 
     

            
 

     
 

Above : Slender-billed Scimitar Babbler  (this was apparently a very big twitch!) 

 

            

      Oriental White-eye                White-capped Water Redstart                     Russet Sparrow 

Right : Scaly-breasted Munia 
Below : Red-vented Bulbul 
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Mrs Gould’s Sunbird 

   
 

 

 

 

TThheerree  wwiillll  bbee  mmoorree  BBiirrddss  ooff  BBhhuuttaann  iinn  tthhee  nneexxtt  iissssuuee……  
 

 

 

  

  

  

……aanndd  ssoommee  ootthheerr  ssttuuffff..  
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BECOME A MEMBER OF BIRDLIFE SOUTH AFRICA 
 

 

 
 

…and receive their beautiful bi-monthly magazine 
 

as well as a free monthly e-News… 
 

PLUS  other benefits !! 
 

Various membership options are available. 
 

For more information visit their website      www.birdlife.org.za 
 

OR    e-mail your enquiry to  info@birdlife.org.za 
 

OR    “Like” them on their Facebook page 
 

http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=106516523414 
 

 

 

 

 

Also of interest : 

 

       

 
 

http://www.birdlife.org.za/
mailto:info@birdlife.org.za
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=106516523414

