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 FOR MEMBERSHIP & GENERAL ENQUIRIES PLEASE CONTACT ANNA-MAREE VORSTER ON 049-8922032 
 

Hot off the Press !!  Vuurwarm Nuus !! 
 

    
 

 

 
Will it take care of our 
fragile  Environment? 

  
  

 

The name of the new Municipality is now 
official and the Municipal Elections are 
just around the corner.  The results will 
undoubtedly be interesting. As with 
every election, utopian promises of jobs 
and houses for all, poverty eradication, 
improved service delivery, etc. are being 
made; many unrealistic expectations are 
being created. The big question on 
everybody’s lips is how on earth this 
massive new Municipality is going to be 
managed effectively and whether it will 
be sustainable.  That remains to be seen. 
 
The burning issue at the forefront that 
can no longer be ignored is the one of 
the environment and the various impacts 
growth in the region is having on it. Signs 
of environmental degradation, as a result 
of  human encroachment  (with  a myriad  

 

of intrusive activities), are highly visible 
everywhere, especially areas bordering 
on the Camdeboo National Park. Are 
some of our natural resources being 
over-exploited?  Need I mention fracking 
and uranium mining?  What are the 
checks and balances – if any?   
 
According to Schedule 4 (Part A) of our 
Constitution (108/1996), Environmental 
Management & Nature Conservation are 
Provincial competencies; therefore not 
Municipal functions. Yet Environmental 
legislation demands of Municipalities to 
have Environmental Management Plans 
and the like in place, but with no 
Environmental units, how can these be 
effectively implemented & enforced? If, 
on the one hand, it is stated that we are 
being governed by a developmental Local 

    

granaat 
AUTUMN 2016 

 

Newsletter  Nuusbrief 
      



P a g e | 2  

 

Government then how, on the other, can 
this statement be justified when the 
trade-off (in the name of progress) is the 
wholesale destruction of our natural and 
built environment, as well as our unique 
heritage?  
 
One solution would be for Provincial 
Government to deploy suitably qualified 
and experienced Environmental Officers 
within the various Municipal areas, with 
adequate budgets and the necessary 
capacity to perform their various duties. 
The necessity for such a function at local 
level cannot be over-emphasized. 
 
Have any of you heard of SPLUMA?  It is 
the new Spatial Planning and Land Use 
Management Act (16/2013) that came 
into operation last year. It replaces the 
Development Facilitation Act of 1995 and 
serves as an instrument to regulate 
spatial planning and land use manage-
ment in South Africa through land use 
schemes, which are to be adopted by all 
Municipalities within five years of 
SPLUMA’s commencement.  In terms of 
the Act, Municipalities will be solely 
responsible for “Processing and dealing 
with land use applications and the 
appeals relating thereto”.  
 
Each Municipality must also establish a 

Municipal Planning Tribunal that will 
decide whether to approve or reject any 
such applications.   
 
Moreover, SPLUMA seeks to promote 
consistency and uniformity in procedures 
and decision-making in this field. Its 
effectiveness hinges on the sometimes 
“flexible” application of 5 Principles : 
 

 Spatial Justice 
 Spatial Sustainability 
 Spatial Resilience 
 Efficiency 
 Good Administration 

 
The principle of Spatial Sustainability 
speaks inter alia of upholding consistency 
of land use measures in accordance with 
the environmental instruments and 
special consideration to the protection of 
prime agricultural land.  But what if some 
Town & Spatial Planning authorities are 
oblivious to the importance of protecting 
fragile eco-systems and are blind to the 
irreversible environmental damage?  
How sensible will be their considerations 
and fair their application of the laws? 
 
[Above is an adaptation of an article that 
appeared in the May / June 2011 issue of 
Granaat.  Image on page 1 courtesy of Sarah 
Baartman DM;  this page www.pd4pic.com ]   
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SPECIAL FEATURE 
 

TThhee  SSttaarrlliinnggss  ::  aa  LLoovvee  SSttoorryy  
 
This story comes from my Port Elizabeth 
birding friends, Hilary Harrison and Alf 
Taylor, a very special couple.  “We have 
the privilege of sharing our small garden 
with a pair of Red-winged Starlings. 
These guys are so amazing to watch, such 
love is not found easily amongst humans, 
let alone birds. 

The female has a broken beak – the 
lower mandible is too short – she cannot 
pick up food, therefore her faithful mate 
feeds her every day. He even kisses her 
to ruffle her feathers a little, to show his 
never-ending love. These birds are 
always together, he never leaves her 
side. True monogamous mates.” 
 
 
 

 

 

Male & female Red-Winged Starlings; the short lower mandible of the female is quite evident. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Now she is being fed by the patient male. 
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The male continues to carefully feed the female until she has had her fill. 
 

 

He gently and lovingly first kisses and nudges her on her neck and then on her flank. 
 
 
 

DO YOU HAVE SOMETHING TO CONTRIBUTE?  
Please let us have your interesting stories and 
events for inclusion in our next newsletter. 

WIL U ‘N INTERESSANTE STORIE OF ERVARING 
MET ONS DEEL?  Voer gerus u bydraes deur sodat 
ons dit in die volgende nuusbrief kan plaas. 

Nuusbrief & Reklame 
Newsletter & Publicity Leonie Fouché  049-8923200 

  082 7077 403 fouche.leonie@gmail.com 
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Contributions by our Members : Shirley Grindley 
 

  
  

I was fortunate enough to be invited,  on 
a balmy evening recently, to go on one of 
the inaugural night drives in the Park.  It 
is a special experience to be in the Park 
after dark and to be with the animals in 
their night environment. The night air is 
full of scents and absolutely peace-
ful.  The familiar veld is made magic by 
hundreds of shining eyes as the spotlight 
sweeps across it.  And the night sky is laid 
out in all its splendour.  
 
On this particular drive we saw a wide 
variety of game, including all the species 
of buck in the Park, from the stately 
Eland to the delicate and elusive little 
Steenbokkie.  On the drive out we were 
fortunate enough to spot an owl and the 
ruby red eyes of several nightjars on the 
road .... and then the whole herd of 
buffalo grazing peacefully amongst the 
trees.  What a treat! 
 
This is a new and exciting experience 
available in Graaff Reinet for all those 
who love the natural environment.  Buks 
Marais and his family have started this 
new initiative to take tourists and locals 
on nightly drives in their brand new game  

viewing Landrover, starting from Karoo-
park Guesthouse in Caledon Street. The 
drive lasts between two to three hours, 
depending on the enthusiasm of the 
guests, and takes a route through 
sections of the Park on both sides of the 
Murraysburg road.  Warm blankets to 
keep out the cool night air, and drinking 
water are provided.  
 
Graaff-Reinet is fortunate to have 
innovators like Buks Marais and his 
family, whose energy and imagination 
offer unique Karoo experiences for both 
local residents and tourists. Credit and 
thanks are also due to our new Park 
Manager, Nick De Goede, for allowing 
access to the Park at night and for 
encouraging the public to experience 
another aspect of our special Camdeboo 
National Park.  
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PLEASE SUPPORT THE KIDS IN THE PARK PROGRAMME 
 
Camdeboo National Park hosts regular 
holiday programmes for our local school 
children. This month’s programme 
consists of five fun-filled days that are 
not only educational but a great 
opportunity to expose our youth to the 
treasures of nature and the importance 
of conservation.   
 
Each day has a different theme :  
 

June 27th  Geology Rocks Monday 
June 28th  Stripey Zebra Tuesday 
June 29th  The Small Five Wednesday 
June 30th  Noisy Birdie Thursday 
July 1st  Sing-along Friday 
 
Anyone interested in sponsoring a child 
at only R15.00 a day must please contact 
Rosemary or Zimkhitha on 049-8923453. 
  
 

 

Congratulations to the new Committee elected at our AGM held in April 2016, and thank 
you to all Committee members, past and present, for your hard work and dedication over 
the years.  You and all our other members are the reason for Granaat being a success 
story!

Granaat Komitee kontakbesonderhede 
PORTEFEULJE LID  of   E-POS ADRES 

Voorsitter Theuns Eksteen 049-8922983 
072 3730 654 theunsdaf@telkomsa.net  

Onder-voorsitter Buks Marais 049-8922557 info@karoopark.co.za  

Tesourier Christo Vorster 049-8922032 
084 582 6620 VorsterinGR@telkomsa.net 

Sekretaresse Anna-Maree Vorster 049-8922032 VorsterinGR@telkomsa.net 

Nuusbrief & Reklame Leonie Fouché 049-8923200 
082 7077 403 fouche.leonie@gmail.com 

5 x Gewone Lede  

Brian Charles 
Jerry Rose-Innes 

Peter Moseley 
Johannes Haarhoff 

Richard Murray 

049-8924674 
049-8910255 
083 419 3603 
076 569 0852 
049-8923817 

- 
jerry.roseinnes@gmail.com 
peterandlynne@gmail.com  
johannes@haarhoff.org.za 

ricanm@telkomsa.com  

2 x Gekoöpteerde Lede Fransie Naudé 
Tertius Retief 

049-8910660 
049-8910386 

- 
- 



P a g e | 7  

 

Local Activities and Events 
 
Please note that our ordinary meetings 
are held on the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month and start at 6pm sharp.  Bring 
along something to eat and to drink for 
the braai afterwards.        
 

Our meeting place is at the Granaat 
Lapa, behind Camdeboo National Park’s 
offices, on the N9 / Middelburg road. 

Interested in birdwatching?  Why not join 
the Graaff-Reinet Bird Club?  They have a 
monthly birding outing, followed by a 
sociable braai, on the 1st Saturday of each 
month.  Subs are only R60.00 p.a.   
 

Contact Alan Collett on cellular 076 8986 
413 or e-mail arc060752@gmail.com for 
more information. 

 
 
Please help us to keep our Members’ List 
current by paying your outstanding 
subscription fee.  Only R50.00 per annum 
and you get to join us at our monthly 
meeting and sociable braai, receive an 
informative newsletter every quarter and 
participate in any other events that are 
arranged during the course of the year.  
(Pay less for two or more.) 
 
Donations are most welcome. Thanks! 
 
Our AGM is in April and the annual 
subscriptions are payable in May.  
Please pay your subs directly to our 
Treasurer – thank you.  

 
 
Help ons asseblief om Nuusbriewe en 
ander belangrike inligting vinniger en 
meer doeltreffend by u te kry.  Die 
Komitee rig ‘n beroep op alle lede wie 
beskik oor ‘n  e-pos fasiliteit, om hul e-
posadres aan die Klub Sekretaris (Anna-
Maree Vorster) of Tesourier (Christo 
Vorster) te verskaf.   
 
 

Stel ons ook in kennis indien u 
kontakbesonderhede verander het. 
 
Onthou om u R5.00 bydrae vir die 
braaihout saam te bring na elke 
vergadering – baie dankie! 

 
 
 

All photographs by Leonie Fouché, unless otherwise acknowledged.  All articles are published in good faith.  
SPECIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT : Cover Page image of Rhigozum obovatum with the kind permission of USA 
photographer Michael Charters  http://www.calflora.net     
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BECOME A MEMBER OF BIRDLIFE SOUTH AFRICA 
 
 

 
 

…and receive their beautiful bi-monthly magazine 
 

as well as a free monthly e-News… 
 

PLUS  other benefits !! 
 

Various membership options are available. 
 

For more information visit their website      www.birdlife.org.za 
 

OR    e-mail your enquiry to  info@birdlife.org.za 
 

OR    “Like” them on their Facebook page 
 

http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=106516523414 
 

 
 
 
 

Also of interest : 
 
       
 
 
 


