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FOR MEMBERSHIP & GENERAL ENQUIRIES PLEASE CONTACT PAUL INMAN AT 049-8910590 
 
 

Hot off the Press !!  Vuurwarm Nuus !! 

 
SSAANNPPAARRKKSS  HHOONNOORRAARRYY  RRAANNGGEERRSS  

 
The following is an excerpt from SAN-
Parks’ official website : 
 

www.sanparksvolunteers.org/ 
 

The SANParks Honorary Rangers is the 
SANParks volunteer organisation, 
functioning according to an official 
agreement between SANParks and the 
Honorary Rangers. We are a registered 
public benefit & non-profit organisation. 
 

We support the work SANParks does, on 
various levels, from assisting at entry 
gates, raising funds for counter poaching 
activities, assisting in visitor manage-
ment, and even by giving specialist advice 
on infrastructure and scientific projects.  
 
We also contribute considerable funds in 
support of SANParks activities such as 
counter poaching & nature conservation.  
 
During 2011 we contributed 38 million 
rand worth of support to SANParks. 

The SANParks Honorary Rangers is the 
ideal forum for any volunteer who wants 
to commit time and expertise towards 
SANParks, and also offers the channel 
through which the public can assist 
SANParks by means of donations or 
participation in our projects.  
 
We are the SANParks preferred channel 
through which public support and 
donations are managed.   
 

Have a look through our Projects and 
Regional pages to see how you can 
become involved and support the South 
African National Parks. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

granaat 
      SPRING  2012 

 

Newsletter  Nuusbrief 
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… and how it all started 
 
Volunteers were active in the Kruger 
National Park as early as 1902 to help 
alleviate the workload of full-time 
rangers. The Corps was formally 
constituted in May 1964, but functioned 
fairly loosely until 1987, when the 
Association of Honorary Rangers was 
formed with 301 members.  Initially the 
number of members was limited to 500.  
 
The Rules of Association, uniform, 
insignia and financial structure were 
adopted and in 1988 all existing 
Honorary Rangers were required to 
attend orientation courses in order to be 
accorded official appointments. 
 
Currently there are more than a thousand 
one hundred SANParks Honorary Rangers 
who operate nationwide in 31 regions, 
some of which are active in their nearest 
park, while others engage in specific 
projects and initiatives.  
 
Honorary Rangers offer their services to 
the parks as individuals. Being such a 
large and widespread group, members 
adhere to a strict code of conduct and are 
required to complete a selection of 
courses to prepare them for involvement 
in the parks. 
 

  HHOONNOORRAARRYY  RRAANNGGEERRSS  SSEERRVVIINNGG  TTHHEE  
CCAAMMDDEEBBOOOO  NNAATTIIOONNAALL  PPAARRKK  ((CCNNPP))    

 
According to CNP Manager, Peter 
Burdett, the local situation is about to 
undergo a bit of a revamp, starting with a 
strategic planning session in the next 
month or two.  Currently there are 7 
Honorary Rangers allocated to CNP and 
of those, 4 are from Middelburg, which 
clearly poses some logistical and practical 
challenges.   
 
There is definitely a need for increased 
membership, and the ideal situation 
would be for more people based locally, 
who have the time and expertise, to 
become actively involved in the SANParks 
Honorary Rangers programme.  You do 
not need any fancy qualifications ~ only 
“an enthusiasm and a willingness to get 
involved”.  However, there is a formal 
process of registration and approval (you 
will be required to successfully complete 
the standard SANParks Honorary Rangers 
membership course) and this information 
can be obtained from their website : 
http://www.sanparksvolunteers.org/i-
want-to-join-the-hrs or contact Peter 
directly on tel. no. 049-8923453 / email 
Peter.Burdett@sanparks.org and ask him 
who you should get in touch with locally 
that can assist you with the registration 
process and other details.   
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Special Feature 

 
 
 
 

 
MMOONNKKEEYY  TTAALLEESS  

 
VERVET MONKEYS!  You either love them 
… or hate them.  In times of drought they 
plunder our crops, invade our homes and 
become such a menace that some people 
resort to extreme measures to get rid of 
them.  They are branded as vermin; get 
poisoned, shot or trapped and are often 
left to die the most excruciating death.   
 
To other people, vervets are as part of 
the African bush as the acacia tree and a 
constant source of entertainment to 
children and adults alike.  Nothing cuter 
than a baby monkey clinging to its 
mother, or a couple of juveniles frolicking 
in the grass or tumbling out of a tree. 

 
Cuteness in 
overdrive and  
the tourists go  
crazy about it 
 

Image courtesy of : 
www.earthshots.org  
 

So you get the monkey huggers and 
others that say “Kill the little buggers!!” 
What then seems to be the problem? 
 

Well, first of all, like the omnipresent 
Pied Crow, they seem to be everywhere, 
and in large numbers.  There have been 
claims of a massive population explosion 
in the vervet community, but vervet 
monkey support groups strongly disagree 
with this.  What cannot be denied is that 
their distribution range has increased; 
more people are reporting seeing vervets 

in areas where they did not previously 
occur ~ most likely the result of us 
invading and destroying their natural 
habitat, forcing them to move into ours! 
 
In some instances the troop size and 
migration of vervets is being controlled 
(through whichever means) and you will 
find one farm to be virtually vervet-free, 
whilst the neighbouring property has a 
bunch of monkeys in almost every tree. 
 
A growing concern is the perceived 
negative impact that vervets are having 
on our smaller wildlife, particularly birds.  
Some responses to enquiries on the net :  
 

 In informal discussion with the Field 
Officer at Isimangaliso, he observed 
that monkeys, vervet & samango, had 
devastated the bird populations / 
breeding attempts in most of the 
overnight camps. Those were, 
however, his personal observations 
based on experience rather than a 
conclusive statement from any formal 
research. 

 Very interesting evidence from 
Mozambique. Those who know the 
area well, all agree that Coutada 12 
has the best birding of all the hunting 
& forestry concessions in the area 
(Inhamitanga - the Zambezi) and by 
comparison, birding on the neigh-
bouring Catapu is rather poor (not in 
terms of great bird species, but 
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comparative low densities of all 
birds). The most plausible explanation 
is the relative numbers of primates in 
the two areas. The cause is a 
combination of legal baboon hunting 
in Coutada 12 and very effective anti-
poaching on Catapu, which has 
allowed samango monkeys to 
flourish. Overall there are very few 
large predators in the area, although 
Leopards are making a slow come-
back. For now, it's up to the Crowned 
Eagles (and there are plenty of 
breeding pairs in the area) to keep the 
samangos in check! 

 A bird is a rare meal, but I’ve seen a 
video of one of the adult male (vervet) 
monkeys in my group plucking one 
right out of the sky and eating it alive. 

 … just my personal observations with 
regard to the monkeys. I have 
numerous birds breeding in my 
garden and quite often see the nests 
lying on the ground or ripped open 
before the chicks hatch or fledge, and 
I have witnessed monkeys looking at 
the nests and even watching the birds 
building the nest. I have also noticed 
the shortage of birds in people’s 
gardens and people have remarked 
about this, and all these people have 
a monkey problem. As I say, I have no 
proof but there are way too many 
coincidences. 
 

A scientific source fingers vervets as one 
of the culprits responsible for the spread 
of prickly pears in the Karoo, calling them 
“efficient dispensers of prickly pear 
seeds”. 
 
Vervet monkeys are an important link in 
our eco-system but, as with everything, a 
balance needs to be maintained.  I have 
attached some articles to this newsletter, 
giving both sides of the story. 

Did you know? 
 

 The Vervet (Chlorocebus aethiops 
pygerythrus) has its place of honour 
in history.  Images of these monkeys 
appear on fresco artworks found on 
the island of Santorini in the 
Mediterranean ~ dated 2,000 BC! 

 They are Old World monkeys and are 
indigenous to South Africa. 

 Their tails are non-prehensile and are 
used for balance, steering & braking.  

 They prefer acacia/riverine woodland 
habitat close to a water source; you 
won’t find them in rain forests or 
deserts. 

 They can live up to 30 years (if in 
captivity), but can experience a high 
mortality in their natural habitat. 

 Vervets scent-mark their territory by 
running their cheeks or chins on rocks 
and trees.  (Their facial glands secrete 
a strong scent, which will inform 
other monkeys of their presence.) 

 They are diurnal : sleeping at night; 
foraging and socializing by day. 

 Vervets establish very strong bonds 
and have a clear social hierarchy 
within their troop, which can number 
10 – 50 individuals. (However, a troop 
studied recently at Samara consisted 
of 72 members.) 

 They are not classified as vermin. 
 Vervets are omnivorous, i.e. they eat 

plants and small animals (vertebrates 
& invertebrates). Their diet would 
typically include : fruit, berries, bark, 
leaves, seeds, flowers, crops (they 
love maize); insects, birds & birds’ 
eggs, small mammals (e.g. mice, rats 
and hares), reptiles (e.g. lizards & 
chameleons) ~ and of course anything 
you happen to leave out for them. 

 Their predators include leopards, 
eagles, caracals, baboons, snakes and 
hyenas ~ as well as man. 
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AA  ddiiffffeerreenntt  kkiinndd  ooff  ttaaiill  

 
I noticed a large number of stumpy-tailed 
vervets in the troop that hangs out at the 
reservoir in the Game Viewing Area. Few 
seem to have their tails intact.  Normally 
a vervet’s tail is very long, with a slight 
black tuft at the end.  The Reservoir 
Monkeys, on the other hand, have tails of 
varying lengths : ¼, ½, ¾ …and only 
occasionally ~ full length. 
 

Just recently, I was watching one 
individual, whose tail was displaying a 
bright red, inflamed tip where it had 
either been bitten, or had broken off.   
His tail did not seem to worry him and I 
have not seen any of the other stumpy-
tailed monkeys paying particular 
attention to their tails.  Once again I 
posed the question on the net, and these 
are some of the responses : 
 

 Females apply tail-biting as a means 
to punish disobedient young. 

 Tails freeze dry in winter and fall off. 

 Tail shorts out on electric lines.  

 Dominant males bite the tails of sub-
dominant animals. 

 Parasites infest the tail and impede 
circulation – tail falls off. 

 It is definitely not a genetic thing. 

 Cars drive over tails as monkeys run 
over the road.  

 It is especially important not to turn 
your back on an aggressive female, 
because female monkey-to-monkey 
aggression normally manifests itself 
as tail-biting. 
 

And from someone currently in the field  
 
Thanks for the kind words about my blog. 
 
 As you know, all vervets are born with 
long tails.  You can tell that the tail is 
intact when it is fairly long and has a 
black tip.  Many of the adult vervets in 
Soetdoring have significant portions of 
their tails missing, leaving them with half 
tails or quarter-length tails.  We have 
found that the tails simply degrade, 
wither, and begin to fall off at a very 
young age, usually at infancy.  This 
process has begun with two of our infants 
at the moment. 
 
We brought this up at a primatology 
conference last month, and despite the 
collective wisdom of the group, no 
definite answers have come up. While 
this is not an active area of our research, 
we do have some ideas.   
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Tail-biting is very common in vervet 
monkeys, especially in the female 
monkeys, and obviously happens when 
one chases and attacks a fleeing 
conspecific.  Perhaps what is happening is 
that these young monkeys are bitten 
hard on their tails, hard enough to 
puncture the tail, and then it either 
becomes infected or fails to heal, causing 
it to eventually fall off. 
 
We have however noticed balding around 
the area where the tail falls off.  There 
could be some kind of genetic disease, 
but we are not sure about that.  What 
may play a role is temperature.  This 
process normally occurs around winter 
time, and the cold air could be playing a 
role.  On a recent trip to Cape Vidal, we 
encountered many vervets but not a 
single one had a shortened tail.  So 
maybe warm night time temperatures 
prevents the tails from falling off. 
 
Because I have been in South Africa for 
only a few months, I cannot speak to a 
decrease in vervet predators, but I will 
say that in this particular area there are 
nearly no predators for our vervets.   

The group that I work with is nearly three 
times the average size of vervet groups.  
This may be having an effect on the local 
bird population, but I honestly never 
thought about it before. 
 
I'm sorry I couldn't answer your question 
with more certainty.  But it is an 
interesting question that deserves some 
research focus.  It does not seem that the 
short-tailed vervets are any less fit than 
the long-tailed ones. 
 
Thank you for your interest in my blog.  
Let me know if you make any discoveries 
on this topic... 
 
Cheers, 
Jordan Nasenbeny 
 
Jordan hails from Chicago and is 
presently assisting in a research project 
on vervet monkeys at Soetdoring Nature 
Reserve, close to Soutpan in the Free 
State.    
 
Read more about his work on his blog 
http://jnasenbeny.wordpress.com/ 
 

 
 
 
 
Short…. 

         …to Medium 
 
 
            Let us have your views! 
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A special message from our members 
 
 

We heard with shock that one of our treasured members, Dr Roy Stauth, suffered a 
massive stroke while he was busy with one of his most favourite pastimes ~ fishing.  The 
membership of Granaat wishes Roy a full recovery.  Shirley, our thoughts and prayers are 
with both of you. 
 

 
Baie Dankie ! 

 
 

Aan Peter Burdett, Bestuurder van Camdeboo Nasionale Park, vir jare se ondersteuning 
verleen aan GRANAAT en die terrein wat beskikbaar gestel is vir die uitleg en oprig van 
ons nuwe lapa.  Dan is daar al die ander klein dingetjies wat jy vir ons doen, wat nie altyd 
raakgesien word nie, wat tel en geweldig waardeer word. 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
 
Please note that our ordinary meetings 
are held on the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month and start at 6pm sharp.  Bring 
along a chair and something for the braai 
afterwards.  
 
During the Summer months we meet at 
the Granaat Lapa, behind the Camdeboo 
National Park’s offices, Middelburg Rd. 

Interested in birdwatching?  Why not join 
the Graaff-Reinet Bird Club?  They have a 
monthly birding outing, followed by a 
sociable braai, on the 1st Saturday of each 
month.  Subs are only R30.00 p.a.   
 
Contact Judy Caryer at tel. 049-8910353 
or e-mail caryer@isat.co.za for more 
information. 

 
 
 

Granaat Komitee Kontak- en Bankbesonderhede 

PORTEFEULJE LID  /  E-POS ADRES 

Voorsitter Paul Inman 049-8910590 paulinman@telkomsa.net 
Onder-voorsitter Theuns Eksteen 049-8922983 theunsdaf@telkomsa.net 

Sekretaris Dal Morrison 049-8922333 
073 1998 168 - 

Tesourier Benadie Snyman 079 225 9334 marthasnyman@gmail.com 

3 x Gewone Lede  
Brian Charles 
Gardner van Niekerk 
Jerry Rose-Innes 

049-8924662 
049-8924674 
049-8910255 

- 
gardner@eastcape.net 

jerry.roseinnes@gmail.com 
BANK TAKKODE REKENINGHOUER TIPE REK REKENINGNOMMER 

ABSA 334-216 Granaat Spaar 91 0077 0978 
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DO YOU HAVE SOMETHING TO CONTRIBUTE?  
Please let us have your interesting stories and 
events for inclusion in our next newsletter. 

WIL U ‘N INTERESSANTE STORIE OF ERVARING 
MET ONS DEEL?  Voer gerus u bydraes deur sodat 
ons dit in die volgende nuusbrief kan plaas. 

Nuusbrief & Reklame 
Newsletter & Publicity Leonie Fouché  049-8923200 

  082 7077 403 fouche.leonie@gmail.com 

 
 
Please help us to keep our Members’ List 
current by paying your outstanding 
subscription fee.  Only R50.00 per annum 
and you get to join us at our monthly  
meeting and sociable braai, receive an 
informative newsletter every quarter and 
participate in any other events that are 
arranged during the course of the year.  
(Pay less for two or more.) 
 
 
Annual subs were renewable in May, so 
please remember to bring yours with to 
our next meeting, or make a direct 
deposit to our ABSA Savings Account, of 
which the details have been provided 
above.  Donations also welcome. Thanks! 

 
 
Help ons asseblief om Nuusbriewe en 
ander belangrike inligting vinniger en 
meer doeltreffend by u te kry.  Die 
Komitee rig ‘n beroep op alle lede wie 
beskik oor ‘n  e-pos fasiliteit, om hul e-
posadres aan die Klub Sekretaris (Dal 
Morrison) of Tesourier (Benadie Snyman) 
te verskaf.  Stel ons ook in kennis indien 
u kontakbesonderhede verander. 
 
 

 
Onthou om u R5.00 bydrae vir 
die braaihout saam te bring 
na elke vergadering ~ baie 
dankie! 
 

 
  

 

All photographs by Leonie Fouché, unless otherwise acknowledged.  All articles are published in good faith.   
SPECIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT : Cover Page image of Rhigozum Obovatum with the kind permission of 
USA photographer Michael Charters  http://www.calflora.net     
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SUBSCRIBE TO AFRICA GEOGRAPHIC 

 
…and receive a monthly issue of this beautiful glossy 

magazine, as well as their free fortnightly e-News WILD 
IDEA.    

 
PLUS  other benefits !!  

 
 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
In September 2012, Africa Geographic was re-launched  
with this spectacular cover, inclusive of birding content and 
a wide variety of interesting articles! 

 
 
 

For more information visit their website       http://www.africageographic.com/  
OR   on Facebook      http://www.facebook.com/home.php#!/Africa.Geographic  
OR   e-mail your enquiry to           subscriptions@africageographic.com 

 
 
 
 
Also of interest : 

 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            (Updated reprints are available at Book Stores) 
 

 
[Monkey trimmings courtesy of : www.ateachersupply.com and www.netanimations.net respectively] 
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From “Understanding Vervet Monkeys” 
Read more on their website : http://www.Vervet.sa.org 
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THOSE THAT ARE FOR, RAISE YOUR HANDS…. 

 
 
Vervet monkeys and garden birds  
 
Did a talk about monkeys in the Port Edward library hall on Thursday last week, and when 
it came to audience comment and question time, sure enough the same old clichés about 
the destructive nature of monkeys were dredged up. As they say, "nothing new under the 
sun"!  Anyway, the one that I find exceptionally irritating is that "monkeys are breeding 
out of control and have destroyed the birdlife in my garden/neighbourhood/nature 
reserve and more". This is, of course a load of twaddle! 
 
When I tell the grumpies this, they are most indignant. Then I hear about the Laughing 
Doves, the Dusky and Paradise Flycatchers, the Sunbirds, etc, etc, who used to nest in 
their gardens for years until along came the over-breeding monkeys, ate the young or 
eggs and broke the nests before tossing them to the ground. Even the Weavers, who 
usually get the sharp edge of the grumpies' tongues for destroying Palm and Fever Tree 
foliage (yes, the same Fever Tree that is really endemic to northern KwaZulu-Natal and 
doesn't actually belong in the so-called "indigenous" gardens of most of the rest of KZN) 
are in favour when the pesky monkeys come around and help themselves to Weaver eggs 
and chicks. Let a Gymnogene raid the same Weaver colony and the bird lovers are 
ecstatic! 
 
So why is this claim that monkeys are breeding out of control a load of twaddle?  Fact is 
that anyone who takes a minute to see what is happening to urban monkeys and those on 
farm lands will see that the huge numbers dying every day make it impossible for monkey 
numbers to be on the increase, and our statistics and troop monitoring tell us very loudly 
that, on the contrary, the number of monkeys in these areas is steadily on the decrease. 
 
So, if not the monkeys, who or what should take the blame because some folk are no 
longer experiencing the joy of indigenous birds breeding in their gardens and 
neighbourhoods, if in fact this really is the case? 
 
Firstly, I would like to see the results of some unbiased research on the subject. Then I 
would also like to see if the researchers have established whether or not the displaced 
breeding pairs have simply decided to nest elsewhere due to interferences, including that 
caused by naturally foraging monkeys because the birds had unwittingly chosen to nest in 
the resident Vervet troop's daily foraging path. 
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Surprising as it may seem to the "gotta have the birds breeding in my garden and eating 
off my bird-feeding tables" folk, there are many other factors impacting on the birdlife in 
their gardens and surrounds. Many other bird species such as certain Shrikes, Coucals, 
and Gymnogenes routinely raid the nests of birds. Raptors such as Sparrowhawks and 
Goshawks catch the parent birds and so also condemn the young to death by starvation, 
and believe me, the abundance of bird tables with their over fed avian patrons makes the 
life of these raptors just pure joy. Then there are other natural predators such as Genets, 
certain Mongooses (and I have personally witnessed Slender Mongooses taking Glossy 
Starling chicks from their nesting hole in my neighbours Natal Fig), and arboreal snakes 
who forage freely in our leafy gardens by day or night and who certainly don't give any 
on-the-nest parent bird or their eggs or nestlings a miss. Of course we cannot deny the 
fact that domestic cats, owned and feral, as well as introduced rats, and even terrier dogs 
such as the Jack Russell, all take a heavy toll on the birdlife in our gardens and 
neighbourhood. Add to this the birds dying from being shot with airguns (pellet guns) and 
catapults, struck by motor cars, flying into electric fencing, getting caught on razor wire, 
and also from smashing themselves into reflecting window panes on houses and shops, 
and suddenly we see that monkeys are carrying the blame when in fact they are mostly 
just a very small contributor to a much bigger picture. 
 
Bottom line is that if the numbers of certain bird species in urban gardens and 
neighbourhoods are dropping; look for the real reasons as to what is causing this. Just 
because monkeys are forced to forage throughout their historical territory along routes 
that bring them into "your" garden, makes them visible to you, and gives you a regular 
target for your frustrations, doesn't make them the destructive criminals they are 
branded by a small, but dangerously vociferous, frequently violent, minority! 
 
My advice to the people who hate monkeys and use the "but they destroy all the birdlife 
in my garden/neighbourhood" moan to prop up their indefensible, xenophobic-like 
attitude and behaviour, is to take some time out and just observe the monkeys the next 
time they visit your garden. Then you will learn what truly amazing little animals they are, 
and you will realise what a privilege it is to have them around! 
 
Come on, give the monkeys a break!  And while you are doing this you might even let 
your mind wander to the possible effects that habitat destruction, road noise, light 
pollution, construction activity and noise, and even global warming, are having on the 
nesting success and presence of many bird species that used to frequent your garden. 
And whilst you're about it, don't forget that curse called FIREWORKS, that at the time of 
Diwali and Guy Fawkes, even New Year's Eve, chases terrified parent birds off the nest 
when many have young or eggs in the nest, causes them to suffer broken wings, legs and 
beaks or to die from collision with tree branches, powerlines, and other obstacles they 
can't see at night. 
 
Monkeys really to blame for a drop in urban bird numbers? I think not!  
 
 

[Source : http://monkeyhelpline.blogspot.com/] 
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…AND THOSE AGAINST? 
 

 
 
THE VERVET MONKEY IS AN ENVIRONMENTAL DISASTER FOR THE MOUNT MORELAND 
CONSERVANCY. 
 
Vervet Monkey Cercopithecus pygerythrus 
 
Most of what has been written about the Vervet Monkey on various websites and in the 
press is highly emotive and is mostly very far from the truth. Within the eThekwini Metro 
their numbers have increased to alarming proportions over the last ten years or so, which 
is causing a tremendous environmental problem that the authorities do not want to 
address because of the highly emotive group that has been propagating false information 
in the press. The fact is that the Vervet Monkey in most areas within the metro is the 
alpha predator at the top of the food chain with very few predators to keep its numbers 
in check. This is rapidly creating a huge imbalance in the natural environment because of 
the huge pressure that such large numbers or alpha predators are putting on the other 
creatures within the system. In many areas, such as the residential area of Mount 
Moreland, it is virtually impossible for any bird to successfully breed, other than those 
few lucky ones which nest where monkeys cannot get to, to destroy their nest and to eat 
their eggs and young; such as Lesser Striped Swallows and the few hole nesting birds that 
are able to find a hole secure from monkey predation. Other creatures, such as 
chameleons and most lizards, have virtually no chance of survival. 
 
Vervet Monkeys certainly are not the lovable friendly creatures (and the humans to be 
the true beasts) that they are being made out to be ~ the situation is quite the opposite; 
just one look at the number of monkeys here in Mount Moreland that have limbs and 
tails amputated, eyes missing and savage bite wounds bear undeniable testimony to the 
fact that they are brutally savage to one another. 
 
If we want to preserve our natural environment and create a balanced functional eco-
system here in Mount Moreland in which all forms of wildlife have an equal opportunity 
for survival and reproduction, then an urgent solution is going to have to be found to the 
monkey problem. Asking the residents to accept and live with the problem is certainly not 
what needs to be done to manage our conservancy and natural environment in a 
responsible and sustainable manner. We need to get pro-active and find solutions 
together with the authorities to reduce the number of monkeys to natural sustainable 
levels. In the meantime all residents must stop feeding the monkeys that is causing them 
to successfully breed at alarming rates.  
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Monkeys are wild animals that belong in the bush where they must care for themselves. 
They do not belong in and around our homes where they get fed, giving them all the 
opportunity in the world to breed out of control and to become antisocial and a problem 
to themselves and all the other creatures that also have a right to co-survival. They need 
to be in the bush where they belong, spending their time seeking out their own natural 
food. 
 
Diet of the Vervet Monkey 
 
In its natural environment the Vervet Monkey is mainly a vegetarian that eats a wide 
range of fruits, bark, seeds, flowers, leaves and even grass. The Vervet Monkey is an 
opportunist and when the opportunity arises, it will feed upon virtually any food that it 
can lay its hands on, in particular eggs and young birds, chameleons, and lizards. 
 
Predators of the Vervet Monkey 
 
In its natural environment the Vervet Monkey has many predators. The primary predators 
of the Vervet Monkey are the Leopard, Martial Eagle, Crowned Eagle and South African 
Rock Python. They also have many other predators; these include the Lion, Cheetah, 
Spotted Hyena, Black Backed Jackal, Side Striped Jackal, Serval, Caracal, Nile Crocodile and 
even a distant relative ~ the Chacma Baboon. 
 
Apart from one pair of resident Crowned Eagles and a few African rock pythons that do 
not appear to predate on the monkeys within the residential area of Mount Moreland, 
the monkeys have very few predators. 
 
Here are a few things we can do to reduce the monkey problem 
 
1. Do not at any time feed the monkeys. 
2.  Recognise the sources of food that the monkeys are utilising and take steps to stop 

food being easily accessible to them. 
3. Refuse bins must be kept properly closed and monkey proofed. 
4. Visitors and new residents to Mount Moreland must be informed of the problems 

caused and told to refrain from feeding the monkeys or leaving food lying around. 
5. Signs should be placed at the entrance to Mount Moreland informing people not to 

feed the monkeys. 
6. Always chase monkeys away when seen in the residential area of Mount Moreland. 

 
 

[Source : http://www.google.co.za/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=Vervet%20monkeys%20and%20birds&source= 
web&cd=11&ved=0CE4QFjAK&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ecoman.co.za%2Fmoreland%2Fconserv_docs%2F

monkeys.doc&ei=XzaOUJOOLIGn0QXutoCwDg&usg=AFQjCNHrrswcGZpjfjJkEJcs9QdvcPcdvg] 
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