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FOR MEMBERSHIP & GENERAL ENQUIRIES PLEASE CONTACT DAL MORRISON AT 049-8922333 
 
 

Hot off the Press !!  Vuurwarm Nuus !! 
 

TTHHEE  VVAALLLLEEYY  SSUURRVVIIVVEESS  DDEEVVAASSTTAATTIINNGG  FFIIRREE  
 

I was attending a meeting in Asherville, 
the night of Tuesday 23rd September 
2014.  Upon leaving the venue, I saw the 
massive flames streaking up the southern 
ridge of the Valley of Desolation, in 
Camdeboo National Park.  Just a few 
hours earlier I had phoned the Munici-
pality’s Manager of Protection Services to 
report a veld fire in Kroonvale and was 
told that all of the firefighters were up at 
the Valley, trying to extinguish a runaway 
fire that had been caused by lighting.   
 

I did not then realize how serious it was 
and only later did the night sky serve to 
emphasize the extent of it.  From there I 
first drove to the Adendorp turn-off, then 
out on the Murraysburg road, to get a 
better view. It was very dramatic indeed 
and the wind was whipping up the flames 
and smoke to add to the effect.  On the 
opposite side, towards Erasmuskloof and 
Lootsfontein, I could see more mountain 
fires burning, but they did not appear to 
be as ravaging. 
 

Thankfully it started to 
drizzle lightly and hours 
later the flames were 
doused by a good 
soaking of rain.  The 
next day one of the 
firefighters told me that 
it was an impossible 
task for them to put out 
the fire, as the wind 
was blowing the flames 
everywhere,  whilst  the  
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steep and rocky terrain prevented them 
from getting the vehicles any closer.  It 
was a life-threatening situation and 
terrified animals were running every-
where, trying to escape from the inferno.  
Hopefully not too much of our precious 
wildlife was destroyed or injured in the 
incident.   
 
According to the Park Manager Peter 
Burdett, there was “surprisingly little 
damage to infrastructure – just a few 
signboards”.  He went on to state that 
the fire was a natural phenomenon and 
as a regenerative force of nature, 
probably a good thing in the longer term.  
 
Already, just a few short weeks after the 
incident, the rocky slopes are showing 
signs of recovery with new growth 
pushing through. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Driving back to town that same night, I saw 
this beautiful Spotted Eagle Owl sitting on a 
pole next to the road, the colour of its eyes 
the same fiery hue as the flames raging high 
up on the mountain. 

      
  

      
  

New signboards are already in place, grass shoots have appeared and Kudus are grazing there. 
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Member Contribution : Peter Burdett / SANParks 
 

SSAANNPPAARRKKSS  HHOONNOORRAARRYY  RRAANNGGEERRSS  TTOO  HHEELLPP    
FFUURRNNIISSHH  HHIISSTTOORRIICCAALL  BBUUIILLDDIINNGGSS  AATT  WWIINNTTEERRHHOOEEKK  

 
The following press release was forwarded by Des Bothma, responsible for Management 
and Administration on the National Executive Committee of SANParks Honorary Rangers :  
 
Thought to be about 160 years old, the 
Winterhoek House and adjacent wagon 
shed in the Camdeboo National Park are 
currently being restored to their original 
condition by the Rupert Historic Homes 
Foundation. While a number of proposals 
were put forward as an appropriate use 
for this site, it has been agreed to restore 
Winterhoek with a view to managing it in 
association with the SA College for 
Tourism, as an upmarket visitor lodge. 
This option fulfils both the cultural 
heritage and tourism mandates of South 
African National Parks (SANParks). 
 
Work on the restoration project is 
expected to be completed by mid-
October and it is hoped to open 
Winterhoek to the public before the start 
of the holiday season. Peter Burdett, Park 
Manager of Camdeboo National Park, is 
however faced with the challenge of 
furnishing the buildings with period 
antique Cape furniture, without a budget 
to do so! He is therefore making an 
appeal to members of the public who 
may own any of the items listed on the 
schedule below that is superfluous to 
their needs, to consider a donation to 
this project. The SANParks Honorary 
Rangers of Camdeboo Region would also 
like to invite any individuals or 
corporates that would like to sponsor an 
item, to donate directly into their 
banking account. All donations will be 
recorded on a commemoration plaque 
that will be displayed within the lodge. 

Burdett describes the project as an 
exciting tourism development in the park 
which will allow future visitors to 
experience a bygone era in a cultural and 
natural landscape more than a century 
and a half old. This includes a house with 
an open hearth and “bakoond” in the 
kitchen, located in a commanding setting 
with a backdrop of rugged kloofs and a 
frontal view of the Karoo plains down to 
the Nqweba Dam. Wildlife – including 
Kudu, Eland and Cape Mountain Zebra – 
is abundant in the area and regularly visit 
a waterhole which can be seen from the 
“stoep” of the lodge. The bisected 
landscape and variety of habitats 
promote a rich birdlife and Burdett 
expects the lodge to have particular 
appeal for birding enthusiasts. 

 

A/C Name SANParks Honorary Rangers 
Bank Nedbank 
Branch         Die Heuwel, Emalahleni 
Code:           158 550 
A/C No.         1585-392-448 
Reference     CAM WINTER + your name 
Please send us your contact details and a 
copy of your deposit slip to Peter Burdett at 
email peter.burdett@sanparks.org or fax to 
(049) 8923456.   
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SOME MORE BHUTAN BIRDS 
  

      

  

 
 

Black-billed Magpie (left) 
Black-faced Laughingthrush (below) 

Blue-capped Rock Thrush (above) 
Common Hoopoe (right) 
Chestnut-crowned Laughingthrush (below) 
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Upcoming Events 
 
Please note that our ordinary meetings 
are held on the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month and start at 6pm sharp.  Bring 
along a chair and something for the braai 
afterwards.  
 
NB : We normally meet at the Granaat 
Lapa, behind the Camdeboo National 
Park’s offices on the N9 / Middelburg Rd, 
but the meeting of 14th October 2014 
will be held at Mount Camdeboo.  Those 
who have reserved their attendance are 
to meet in the parking lot behind the 
Men’s Club / Coldstream Restaurant – 
from where we will depart at 2pm.  A 
limited number of members can be 

accommodated on this excursion, so if 
you have not already confirmed your 
attendance, please phone the Club’s 
Chairman or Secretary to check.  We 
respectfully request R10.00 per member 
contribution to cover wood & misc. costs. 
 
Interested in birdwatching?  Why not join 
the Graaff-Reinet Bird Club?  They have a 
monthly birding outing, followed by a 
sociable braai, on the 1st Saturday of each 
month.  Subs are only R50.00 p.a.   
 
Contact Alan Collett on cellular 076 8986 
413 or e-mail arc060752@gmail.com for 
more information. 

 
 

DO YOU HAVE SOMETHING TO CONTRIBUTE?  
Please let us have your interesting stories and 
events for inclusion in our next newsletter. 

WIL U ‘N INTERESSANTE STORIE OF ERVARING 
MET ONS DEEL?  Voer gerus u bydraes deur sodat 
ons dit in die volgende nuusbrief kan plaas. 

Nuusbrief & Reklame 
Newsletter & Publicity Leonie Fouché  049-8923200 

  082 7077 403 fouche.leonie@gmail.com 

 
 

 
 

Please help us to keep our Members’ List 
current by paying your outstanding 
subscription fee.  Only R50.00 per annum 
and you get to join us at our monthly 
meeting and sociable braai, receive an 
informative newsletter every quarter and 
participate in any other events that are 
arranged during the course of the year.  
(Pay less for two or more.) 
 
Donations are most welcome. Thanks! 
 
Annual subscriptions were payable in 
May - remember to renew yours now.  
Please pay your subs directly to our 
Treasurer – thank you.  
 

 

 
Help ons asseblief om Nuusbriewe en 
ander belangrike inligting vinniger en 
meer doeltreffend by u te kry.  Die 
Komitee rig ‘n beroep op alle lede wie 
beskik oor ‘n  e-pos fasiliteit, om hul e-
posadres aan die Klub Sekretaris (Dal 
Morrison) of Tesourier (Christo Vorster) 
te verskaf.   
 

Stel ons ook in kennis indien u 
kontakbesonderhede verander het. 
 
Onthou om u R5.00 bydrae vir die 
braaihout saam te bring na elke 
vergadering – baie dankie! 
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Granaat Komitee Kontak- en Bankbesonderhede 
PORTEFEULJE LID  of   E-POS ADRES 

Voorsitter Theuns Eksteen 049-8922983 
072 3730 654 theunsdaf@telkomsa.net  

Onder-voorsitter Gardner van Niekerk 049-8924662 gardner@eastcape.net  

Sekretaris Dal Morrison 049-8922333 
073 1998 168 - 

Tesourier Christo Vorster 049-8922032 
084 582 6620 VorsterinGR@telkomsa.net 

Nuusbrief & Reklame Leonie Fouché 049-8923200 
082 7077 403 fouche.leonie@gmail.com 

3 x Gewone Lede  
Brian Charles 

Jerry Rose-Innes 
Wilke de Jager 

049-8924674 
049-8910255 
049-8923723 

- 
jerry.roseinnes@gmail.com 
wilkiedejager@gmail.com 

3 x Gekoöpteerde Lede 
Richard Murray 
Fransie Naudé 
Tertius Retief 

049-8923817 
049-8910660 
049-8910386 

ricanm@telkomsa.com 
- 
- 

 

 

All photographs by Leonie Fouché, unless otherwise acknowledged.  All articles are published in good faith.   
SPECIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT : Cover Page image of Rhigozum obovatum with the kind permission of USA 
photographer Michael Charters  http://www.calflora.net     
 
 

TThheerree  wwiillll  bbee  mmoorree  BBiirrddss  ooff  BBhhuuttaann  iinn  tthhee  nneexxtt  iissssuuee……  
  

  
  

……  aanndd  ssoommee  ootthheerr  ssttuuffff..  
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BECOME A MEMBER OF BIRDLIFE SOUTH AFRICA 
 
 

 
 

…and receive their beautiful bi-monthly magazine 
 

as well as a free monthly e-News… 
 

PLUS  other benefits !! 
 

Various membership options are available. 
 

For more information visit their website      www.birdlife.org.za 
 

OR    e-mail your enquiry to  info@birdlife.org.za 
 

OR    “Like” them on their Facebook page 
 

http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=106516523414 
 

 
 
 
 

Also of interest : 
 
       
 
 


