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FOR MEMBERSHIP & GENERAL ENQUIRIES PLEASE CONTACT DAL MORRISON AT 049-8922333 
 
 

Hot off the Press !!  Vuurwarm Nuus !! 
 

RREESSTT  IINN  PPEEAACCEE  SSPPLLIITT  HHOORRNN  
 

On 14th October 2014, Granaat members 
were treated to a stunning outing at 
Mount Camdeboo.  Our hosts (Richard, 
Daron and the rest of the Team) went 
out of their way to ensure a pleasant and 
memorable experience.  The company 
was good, the weather divine and the 
setting perfect – we could not have asked 
for more or better.  

We were divided into three groups for 
the Game Drive and had spectacular 
sightings of a variety of wildlife found in 
the reserve, with the Cheetah and Rhino 
stealing the show. I was in Head Ranger 
Les Slabbert’s group and he kept us well 
entertained with many interesting tales – 
most notably the dung heap fingertip test 
and Giraffe that hunt in packs…    
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The sun was setting as we returned to 
the lapa, where the braai fires had 
already been lit and friendly staff were in 
attendance.  So in this tranquil night-time 
ambience, under the starry skies, we 
spoke about all the lovely things we had 
seen and experienced during the course 
of that afternoon and how we absolutely 
loved watching a female white rhino and 
her adorable calf grazing peacefully in 
the lush green veld. 
 
A few weeks later, tragedy struck.  This is 
the report that was released on Mount 
Camdeboo’s facebook page :  
 
A female rhino, known as “Split Horn”, 
was poached for her horn in the early 
hours of the morning on Saturday 8th 
November 2014. We are all still reeling in 
the shock of this heinous crime. Split 
Horn had a young calf with her when she 
was darted by the poachers. 
Unfortunately, it was a lethal dose and 
she died as a result. Both horns were 
removed. Split horn has been on the 
reserve for a number of years; she has 
given birth to three young and has raised 
them successfully. Her last young calf 
survived the incident and has currently 
joined a sub-adult male.   

 

 
We are considering temporarily re-
locating the baby rhino to an orphanage 
in the hope that this increases his 
chances of survival. Orphaned rhino 
calves are prone to increased stress 
which can cause a number of issues and 
ultimately death. Since the loss of a male 
rhino in May of this year, Mount 
Camdeboo has taken every effort to 
increase security measures, including the 
appointment of a dedicated Anti-
Poaching Unit. We are devastated by this 
senseless loss and call on all people 
willing to help us fight this rampant 
scourge, to step forward! 

 
People from all over responded to this 
post on facebook, expressing their shock 
and offering their condolences, as did 
Granaat members when the awful news 
was announced at its November meeting. 

 
 

 
In an update from Mount Camdeboo, 
Daron Slater reported that the calf was 
doing fine and is being accompanied by 
its older brother. 
 
Granaat would once again like to thank 
the management and staff of Mount 
Camdeboo for their great hospitality.  We 
wish you all the very best for 2015. 
 

Photographs of Split Horn and her calf were taken on 14/10/2014 by Leonie Fouché  
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Disaster Strikes Again !! 
 

TTAANNDDEEKKAA  
 

 
As I was finishing this newsletter, another 
report was posted by Mount Camdeboo, 
this time about their female cheetah, 
Tandeka.  Here is an edited version : 
 
Just when we thought we were through 
the worst of last year’s challenges, we 
had one more. Our cheetah Tandeka 
managed to break the femur bone in her 
right hind leg.  We believe that she 
sustained the injury while hunting.  
 
Les, our Head Ranger, first saw Tandeka 
limping and realized something was 
terribly wrong.  He then contacted “Mac” 
(Dr Malcolm McFarlane) who came out 
as soon as he could and did the 
examination, which confirmed a broken 
femur. We did not know how bad the 
break was so we had to get an x-ray of 
the leg. Luckily Dr. Bryan Tindal came to 
our rescue and was able to do the x-ray, 
and confirmed the severity of the break.  
 
Time was not on our side and the only 
options discussed was to either 
euthanize, or to do an emergency 
operation which could only be done up in 
Pretoria at the Old Chapel Veterinary 
Clinic. If Tandeka went for the operation, 
she would only have a 50% chance of 

recovering fully and be reintroduced back 
into the wild! We all felt that we should 
do everything in our power to save her, 
so General Manager Richard and Head 
Ranger Les drove her 900 kilometres to 
have the operation. The operation was 
done by Dr Peter Caldwell and took 4 
hours.  It was a great success, much to 
the relief of us all!  
 
Tandeka is now in recovery for 4-6 weeks 
and all going well, will be back at Mount 
Camdeboo shortly thereafter. If you 
would like to in any way be involved in 
her recovery and reintroduction on 
Mount Camdeboo, do let us know and 
you can be part of the team that will 
release her back into the wild.  A huge 
thank you to all involved for your quick 
thinking and team work.  Here's to 2015 -  
may it be as good for you as it has started 
off for us. 
 

 

Tandeka being stabilized for the long journey 
(Photo courtesy Mount Camdeboo fb page) 
 

 
 
In an update this morning, Daron Slater 
informed me that the cheetah is in rehab 
and doing well;  she has begun to put her 
weight on the repaired hind leg.  Granaat 
wishes Tandeka a speedy and full 
recovery.   
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From our visit to Mount Camdeboo 

 
 
 
 

 Looking for Tandeka… 

The welcoming Lapa upon our return  

Leslie giving us the (tongue-in-cheek) 
run-down on dung-testing 

Spectacular views of Mount Camdeboo 
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Special Feature 
 

  
DDIIRRTTYY  RROOTTTTEENN  SSCCOOUUNNDDRREELLSS  

 
 

Why were mosquitoes put on this earth?  
Do they serve any purpose, other than to 
irritate the living daylights out of us?  
Isn’t there a safe way that they could be 
eradicated from the face of this earth – 
forever?  I am sure most of you share 
these sentiments.  I found the following 
very interesting article by insect expert 
Debbie Hadley on the website About 
Education :  
 
“Ah, mosquitoes, the insects that are 
universally hated the world over. These 
pesky, disease-carrying pests make a 
living by sucking the blood out of just 
about anything that moves, including us. 
But take a moment to look at things from 
the mosquito's perspective – it's a pretty 
interesting life. 
 
1. Mosquitoes are the deadliest animals 
on Earth. 
That's right; more deaths are associated 
with mosquitoes than any other animal 
on the planet. Mosquitoes may carry any 
number of deadly diseases, including 
malaria, dengue fever, yellow fever, and 
encephalitis. Mosquitoes also carry 
heartworm, which can be lethal to your 
dog. 
2. Only female mosquitoes bite humans 
and animals; males feed on flower 
nectar. 
Mosquitoes mean nothing personal when 
they take your blood. Female mosquitoes 
need protein for their eggs, and must 
take a blood meal in order to reproduce. 
Since males don't bear the burden of 
producing young, they'll avoid you 
completely and head for the flowers 

instead. And when not trying to produce 
eggs, females are happy to stick to 
nectar, too. 
3. Some mosquitoes don't bite humans, 
preferring other hosts like amphibians 
or birds. 
Not all mosquito species feed on people. 
Some mosquitoes specialize on other 
animals, and are no bother to us at all. 
Culiseta melanura, for example, bites 
birds almost exclusively, and rarely bites 
humans. 
4. Mosquitoes fly at speeds between 1 
and 1.5 miles per hour. 
That might sound fast, but in the insect 
world, mosquitoes are actually rather 
slow. If a race were held between all the 
flying insects, nearly every other 
contestant would beat the pokey 
mosquito. Butterflies, locusts, and honey 
bees would all finish well ahead of the 
skeeter. 
5. A mosquito's wings beat 300-600 
times per second. 
This would explain that irritating buzzing 
sound you hear just before a mosquito 
lands on you and bites. 
6. Mosquito mates synchronize their 
wing beats to perform a lover's duet. 
Scientists once thought that only male 
mosquitoes could hear the wing beats of 
their potential mates, but recent 
research on Aedes aegypti mosquitoes 
proved females listen for lovers, too. 
When the male and female meet, their 
buzzing synchronizes to the same speed. 
7. Salt marsh mosquitoes may travel up 
to 100 miles from their larval breeding 
habitat. 
Most mosquitoes emerge from their 
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watery breeding ground and stay pretty 
close to home. But some, like the salt 
marsh mosquitoes, will fly lengthy 
distances to find a suitable place to live, 
with all the nectar and blood they could 
want to drink. 
8. All mosquitoes require water to 
breed. Some species can breed in 
puddles left after a rainstorm. 
Just a few inches of water is all it takes 
for a female to deposit her eggs. Tiny 
mosquito larva develop quickly in bird 
baths, roof gutters, and old tires dumped 
in vacant lots. If you want to keep 
mosquitoes under control around your 
home, you need to be vigilant about 
dumping any standing water every few 
days. 
9. An adult mosquito may live 5-6 
months. 
Few probably make it that long, given our 
tendency to slap them silly when they 
land on us. But in the right 
circumstances, an adult mosquito has 
quite a long life expectancy, as bugs go. 
10. Mosquitoes can detect carbon 
dioxide from 75 feet away. 
Carbon dioxide, which humans and other 
animals produce, is the key signal to 
mosquitoes that a potential blood meal is 
near. They've developed a keen 
sensitivity to CO₂ in the air. Once a 
female senses CO₂ in the vicinity, she flies 
back and forth through the CO₂ plume 
until she locates her victim.” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You can find more interesting facts on : 
http://insects.about.com/od/flies/a/10-
facts-about-mosquitoes.htm 

So what good are mosquitoes? 
 
“Mosquito larvae are aquatic insects, and 
as such, play an important role in the 
aquatic food chain. According to Dr. 
Gilbert Waldbauer in The Handy Bug 
Answer Book, mosquito larvae are filter 
feeders that strain tiny organic particles 
such as unicellular algae from the water 
and convert them to the tissues of their 
own bodies, which are, in turn, eaten by 
fish. Mosquito larvae are, in essence, 
nutrient-packed snacks for fish and other 
aquatic animals. 
 
Their role on the bottom of the food 
chain doesn't end at the larval stage, of 
course. As adults, mosquitoes serve as 
equally nutritious meals for birds, bats, 
and spiders.  
 
As much as we loathe them, mosquitoes 
represent a considerable biomass of food 
for wildlife on the lower rungs of the 
food chain. Their extinction, were it even 
achievable, would have an enormous 
adverse effect on the entire ecosystem.”  
 
How to keep them away 
 
There is a huge variety of potions and 
lotions on the market, chemical 
compound sprays and oils such as 
citronella, eucalyptus, catnip, etc.  Some 
may prove totally ineffective, whilst 
others may only last 1 – 5 hours.  
 
DEET (N, N-Diethyl-Metatoluamide) is the 
most common and the most effective 
active ingredient used in mosquito 
repellents. Products may contain varying 
percentages of active ingredient, but for 
most applications, lower amounts, down 
to 7.5% will be effective. It is generally 
advised that products with more than 
15% DEET should NOT be used on 
children. In addition, care should be 
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taken with application, as some people 
can have or develop skin irritation or 
allergic reactions to this active in-
gredient. 

 
 
 
 

Gotta love Plascon : 
Lasts for up to 3 
years! 
 
 
 

 
How to control their breeding 
 
The best is to eliminate the source of 
infestation. The source will almost always 
involve water. 
 
“Reducing moisture - including flooded 
areas, standing water, and untreated, 
stagnant ponds - around your home can 
make a significant difference in mosquito 
populations. And an even greater benefit 
can result if this is done not only in your 
own yard, but by all your close 
neighbours as well. 
 
Mosquitoes thrive in moist areas, and in 
fact, need them to thrive and breed. 
Their eggs are laid and hatch in or at the 
edge of standing or slow waters. The 
larvae then live in the water until 
emerging as adults. Even a small amount 
of water left in a bucket, sandbox toy, 
bird bath, or planter, or created by 
pooling water from a leaky hose, can 
provide breeding ground for hundreds of 
mosquitoes.” 
 
So check your gutters, sheds and areas 
with potted plants and make sure there 
aren’t any clogged up sections with moist 
rotting material that will provide a 
breeding ground for mosquitoes. 

Why do mosquito bites itch?  
 
When the female mosquito pierces one’s 
skin and enters a blood vessel with her 
proboscis, she releases saliva that 
contains anti-coagulant properties that 
makes feeding easier for her.  Our body 
reacts to this by producing histamine, 
which causes the blood vessels to swell 
that in turn irritates the nerves in the 
surrounding tissue, and this causes the 
area to itch.  
 
How to stop that itch 
 
Tea Tree Oil seems to come out tops as a 
fast and effective remedy for treating 
mosquito bites.   
 
Do you have other tried and trusted 
remedies that you would like to share 
with us? 
 
Did you know? 

 
 They have been on this planet for 

over 100 million years; there are 
3,500 known species of mosquito but 
only a fraction of them bother to bite 
humans.  And believe it or not, they 
do form a valuable link in our eco-
systems. 
 

 The Antarctic, Iceland and the Faroe 
Islands were last reported to have no 
mosquitoes at all, so you need to get 
there quickly, before Climate Change 
sorts that one out. 
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SOME MORE BHUTAN BIRDS 
  

      
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dark-rumped Rosefinch (above) 
One of the Drongos (above right) 
Himalayan Monal (right) 
Grey-backed Shrike (below) 
 

Green-backed Tit (left) 
Green-tailed Sunbird (below) 
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DO YOU HAVE SOMETHING TO CONTRIBUTE?  
Please let us have your interesting stories and 
events for inclusion in our next newsletter. 

WIL U ‘N INTERESSANTE STORIE OF ERVARING 
MET ONS DEEL?  Voer gerus u bydraes deur sodat 
ons dit in die volgende nuusbrief kan plaas. 

Nuusbrief & Reklame 
Newsletter & Publicity Leonie Fouché  049-8923200 

  082 7077 403 fouche.leonie@gmail.com 

 
 

 
 

Please help us to keep our Members’ List 
current by paying your outstanding 
subscription fee.  Only R50.00 per annum 
and you get to join us at our monthly 
meeting and sociable braai, receive an 
informative newsletter every quarter and 
participate in any other events that are 
arranged during the course of the year.  
(Pay less for two or more.) 
 
Donations are most welcome. Thanks! 
 
Annual subscriptions were payable in 
May - remember to renew yours now.  
Please pay your subs directly to our 
Treasurer – thank you.  

 
 
 

Help ons asseblief om Nuusbriewe en 
ander belangrike inligting vinniger en 
meer doeltreffend by u te kry.  Die 
Komitee rig ‘n beroep op alle lede wie 
beskik oor ‘n  e-pos fasiliteit, om hul e-
posadres aan die Klub Sekretaris (Dal 
Morrison) of Tesourier (Christo Vorster) 
te verskaf.   
 

Stel ons ook in kennis indien u 
kontakbesonderhede verander het. 
 
Onthou om u R5.00 bydrae vir die 
braaihout saam te bring na elke 
vergadering – baie dankie! 

 
 
 

 

Granaat Komitee kontakbesonderhede 
PORTEFEULJE LID  of   E-POS ADRES 

Voorsitter Theuns Eksteen 049-8922983 
072 3730 654 theunsdaf@telkomsa.net  

Onder-voorsitter Gardner van Niekerk 049-8924662 gardner@eastcape.net  

Sekretaris Dal Morrison 049-8922333 
073 1998 168 - 

Tesourier Christo Vorster 049-8922032 
084 582 6620 VorsterinGR@telkomsa.net 

Nuusbrief & Reklame Leonie Fouché 049-8923200 
082 7077 403 fouche.leonie@gmail.com 

3 x Gewone Lede  
Brian Charles 

Jerry Rose-Innes 
Wilke de Jager 

049-8924674 
049-8910255 
049-8923723 

- 
jerry.roseinnes@gmail.com 
wilkiedejager@gmail.com 

3 x Gekoöpteerde Lede 
Richard Murray 
Fransie Naudé 
Tertius Retief 

049-8923817 
049-8910660 
049-8910386 

ricanm@telkomsa.com 
- 
- 
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Upcoming Events 
 
Please note that our ordinary meetings 
are held on the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month and start at 6pm sharp.  Bring 
along something to eat and to drink for 
the braai afterwards.         
 
Our meeting place is at the Granaat 
Lapa, behind Camdeboo National Park’s 
offices, on the N9 / Middelburg road. 

Interested in birdwatching?  Why not join 
the Graaff-Reinet Bird Club?  They have a 
monthly birding outing, followed by a 
sociable braai, on the 1st Saturday of each 
month.  Subs are only R50.00 p.a.   
 
Contact Alan Collett on cellular 076 8986 
413 or e-mail arc060752@gmail.com for 
more information. 

 
 

 

All photographs by Leonie Fouché, unless otherwise acknowledged.  All articles are published in good faith.   
SPECIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT : Cover Page image of Rhigozum obovatum with the kind permission of USA 
photographer Michael Charters  http://www.calflora.net     
 
 

TThheerree  wwiillll  bbee  mmoorree  BBiirrddss  ooff  BBhhuuttaann  iinn  tthhee  nneexxtt  iissssuuee……  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

……aanndd  ssoommee  ootthheerr  ssttuuffff..  
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BECOME A MEMBER OF BIRDLIFE SOUTH AFRICA 
 
 

 
 

…and receive their beautiful bi-monthly magazine 
 

as well as a free monthly e-News… 
 

PLUS  other benefits !! 
 

Various membership options are available. 
 

For more information visit their website      www.birdlife.org.za 
 

OR    e-mail your enquiry to  info@birdlife.org.za 
 

OR    “Like” them on their Facebook page 
 

http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=106516523414 
 

 
 
 
 

Also of interest : 
 
       
 
 


