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FOR MEMBERSHIP & GENERAL ENQUIRIES PLEASE CONTACT PAUL INMAN AT 049-8910590 
 
 

Hot off the Press !!  Vuurwarm Nuus !! 

 
GLOBAL MELTDOWN OR THE BIG FREEZE ?? 

 
For the last 50 years or so, rumblings about Global Warming have become louder and 
more urgent; as a result the past decade has seen a more concerted effort in researching 
the effects of Global Warming and the signs that have been associated with an increase in 
the earth’s temperature and melting of the ice caps.  However, to say that it is something 
that has only started to exist over the past millennium or two would be naïve, as those in 
the know are quick to point out that Global Warming has been with us since the end of 
the last Ice Age, some 18,000 – 21,000 years ago!  The increase in sea levels apparently 
peaked about 6,000 years ago, but have continued their gradual rise, albeit at a much 
slower pace; research puts the sea-level rise at about 120 metres since the end of the Ice 
Age.  Some atolls and small islands are already beginning to disappear, and according to 
reports, oceans are becoming warmer, killing off some sensitive species of marine life. 
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http://data.giss.nasa.gov/gistemp/  
 

While each year shows up- and downward trends, the overall trend has been a gradual 
upward one, as can be seen from the graph above, depicting temperature anomalies from 
1880 to 2011.  Notwithstanting the data released by NASA, indicating an upward rise of 
less than 0.8°C since 1880, some scientists are of the opinion that there will be a further 
rise of between 1.1 and 6.4°C in this century, depending on whether we are able to curb 
the increase in greenhouse gases, or not.   
 
Because scientific research has found that different parts of the world are experiencing 
different impacts ascribed to Global Warming, and not necessarily warmer conditions or 
droughts, the term has more appropriately been adjusted to that of Climate Change.  
Another important feature in the bigger scheme of things, often overlooked, is the 
natural cycles and occurrences in our weather patterns, such as El Niño (the hot one) and 
El Niña (the cool one), and the impacts they have on weather conditions over months or 
even years throughout the world!   
 
So how precisely is Climate Change affecting the Karoo?  Have there really been drastic 
weather changes, a shift in seasons and increased or decreased rainfall, to the extent that 
a clear trend has been established?  Graaff-Reinet resident Marina Cloete has religiously 
been recording Graaff-Reinet’s rainfall figures over several decades.  She has reported an 
average rainfall of 325mm per calendar year from 1980 – 2012, with 724mm recorded for 
2011 and 458mm of rain so far for this year (1st January to 10th August 2012).   
 
Maps sourced from Weather SA on the next page support Marina’s data, plus the fact 
that the Nqweba Dam has been overflowing almost continously since February last year.  
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   Camdeboo : above-normal rainfall…            …just the southernmost part somewhat dry 
 

The photo on the left was taken at the 
Nqweba Dam during July 2012.  Dry verges 
that were being used as picnic spots all 
these years, have been under water since 
February 2011.   
 

In Nieu-Bethesda, for instance, the water 
table has risen to such a degree that some 
areas below Pienaarsig have turned into 
marshland, while property owners in other 
low-lying parts of the village are having to 
deal with waterlogged french drains. 
 

Sorry, but the dam is full! 
 

Extreme temperatures recorded in the Camdeboo over recent years have been up to 42°C 
in mid-summer and as low as -7°C in mid-winter, although pockets within the Camdeboo 
have been subjected to even higher or lower temperatures, according to individual 
reports.  The graphs below reflect averages for Graaff-Reinet’s annual weather calendar. 
 

 
http://www.myweather2.com/City-Town/South-Africa/Graaff-Reinet/climate-profile.aspx?month=6 
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The following map indicates that in July this year alone, our area has had between 50 – 
100mm of rain, whereas historic rainfall charts show that July should be one of our driest 
months, second to June (see previous page). 

 
I have been communicating with Garth Sampson of Weather SA, and this is what he had 
to say on 21/08/2012 : 
 

“Yes, we are in a very wet period at present, but as you know weather is 
cyclical by nature and we have dry and wet periods.  At present we are 
having colder day time temps with more cloud cover and warmer night 
temps for the same reason.  Thus cancelling each other out.” 

 
Garth kindly provided me with some climate statistics for the years 1961 to 1990.  Here 
are some random extracts from that period, specifically for Graaff-Reinet : 
 

MAX. TEMP. °C MIN. TEMP. °C MAX. RAINFALL  MIN. RAINFALL  
Date Temp. Date Temp. Year mm Year mm 

12/01/1961 41.8 12/07/1968 -4.7 1974 664 1966 160 
17/11/1985 40.4 14/10/1977 -4.5 SOME AVERAGES OVER THE 30 YR PERIOD 
26/12/1989 41.1 20/06/1987 -3.9 Average annual rainfall 361mm 

(Summer = Dec, Jan, Feb) 
(Winter = Jun, Jul, Aug) 

Average summer daytime temp. 30.8°C 
Average winter daytime temp. 19.9°C 
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Finally some rainfall maps of July & August at 3-year intervals over the past decade : 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Camdeboo 0 – 50mm range 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Camdeboo 100 – 200mm range 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Camdeboo 0 – 50mm range 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
So, are things changing, or are we simply going through another natural weather cycle?  
You be the judge. 
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Special Feature 

 
KAROO CAMINO 

 
A special thank you to Julia Casciola for 
providing this account of her walk from 
Graaff-Reinet to Nieu-Bethesda and to 
the Treasure Karoo Action Group for their 
kind permission to publish it in Granaat.  

 
Karoo walk – how it went 
 

Our walk from Graaff Reinet to Nieu 
Bethesda on 1-3 July unfolded several 
stories – mostly people’s views on 
fracking, but also nature stories, people 
stories, stories of walking. And 
underpinning them, like a starry matrix, a 
timeless story, the one that drew me 
there. 
 
What people said 
 

Some farm workers and townspeople we 
spoke to had not heard about fracking, 
others had heard of it but were 
indifferent or resigned, “We don’t stand 
a chance.” Others, like our hostess 
Chantelle Marais in Graaff Reinet, had 
practical plans and were moving and 
shaking to bring them about: “The 

Council is aware of our aim to create jobs 
locally and provide an alternative to 
Shell.” Still others, like Lisa, a guest-
house owner, voiced concern that 
communities were scattered and not well 
informed, and about “infrastructure 
upgrades” which suggested that 
preparation for fracking was already 
underway.    
 

Around the fireplace in his home, farmer 
Dougie Stern (recently sent to America 
on a fracking fact-finding mission by 
agricultural co-op BKB) shared what he 
had seen in the USA, and his take on 
things locally. Negative impacts he 
mentioned included dust pollution 
rendering vegetation inedible for stock 
and wildlife (I for one had not registered 
this), and damage to the tourism industry 
due to the blight of wells and trucks on 
the landscape.  
 

On the upside, he spoke about Professor 
Gerrit van Tonder’s (Institute of Ground-
water Studies, University of the Free 
State) scientific findings on the direction 
of water flow in the Karoo, which should 
strengthen the case against fracking 
here. He also said that the flaws in the 
environmental impact assessment should 
hold up the process, and that for fracking 
to go ahead zoning would have to be 
changed from agriculture to mining, 
which can only be done at municipal level 
(national government can’t do this).  
 

Overall, Dougie was unswervingly 
confident that fracking will not take place 
in South Africa, that the case legally to 
prevent it is very strong, and that the BKB 
is already prepared. “People in many 



P a g e | 7  

 

countries have been heartened by what 
is happening in South Africa. Shell has 
never before encountered this level of 
opposition prior to drilling.”   
 

What people did 
 

Local people hosted us and we really and 
truly experienced Karoo hospitality. I will 
remember Chantelle of Camdeboo 
Cottages toasting us into the Karoo, 
Marichen of Buffelshoek Guest Farm with 
a baby on her hip arranging bed linen for 
us, Dougie and Liz Stern’s warm kitchen 
at Rietpoort, Mikey’s slow-cooked supper 
at Owlhouse Backpackers in Nieu 
Bethesda, and Lisa at Onse Rus Guest 
House on the way home offering me a 
beautiful room and fresh naartjies from 
her garden. While walking along back-
road paths to Nieu Bethesda, passing 
farmers waved or pulled over to say 
hello. A woman in a bakkie asked for a 
“frack off Shell” T-shirt, and not having 
any on hand, one of the walkers took the 
shirt off his back and gave it to her.  
 

What we saw and felt 
 

Another walker, Karen Watkins, 
described her feelings while perched on a 
boulder above the Plains of the 
Camdeboo. “The landscape stretched to 
the horizon, broken here and there by 
splashes of red aloe flowers. The dry air 
was rich with the scent of wild herbs. 
Imagining this endless landscape marked 
by well pads, my eyes welled with tears.”  
 
Penny Brown, a scientist on the walk, 
said “The world depends on fresh water. 
The next wars will be over water.” At 
lunchtimes we sat on the veld eating 
bread and cheese, discussing ways 
forward and falling into silence, watching 
the grass blow against the sky. 
 

What the walk achieved 
 

For me this land embodies an original 
love – the San Bushmen who lived in the 
Karoo long ago knew that ancient love, 
knew in their bones that “the star is one 
with the man.” In the face of hard data 
on fracking, that love may seem unreal. 
But I needed to step forward in homage 
and connection to it, regardless of the 
lack of measurable outcome. Who knows 
the effects of a single action undertaken 
with loving intent.  
 

I am aware that others in our small group 
walked for their own and different 
reasons, and that all are valuable. 
Networking connections, seeds of ideas 
(such as Penny’s idea to approach Athol 
Fugard and call on the Arts to spread the 
message), and several articles have 
emerged as tiny lights from the walk. I 
picture them adding to the circle around 
the Karoo. Funds raised have been 
donated to TKAG in support and 
gratitude for their work.    

 

Many thanks to my fellow walkers for 
your lively companionship, to Rosemary 
and Pat for your support, to the people 
of the Karoo for hosting us so warmly, to 
TKAG and sponsors for backing us, and to 
the great Karoo for supporting all life. 
 

Read more on TKAG’s website  
http://treasurethekaroo.co.za/ 
(Photos provided by Julia) 
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JULIA’S ROUTE (MARKED IN RED) 
 

 
 

 
The Treasure Karoo Action Group will again challenge the government in Court, should it 
decide to lift the moratorium and allow shale gas exploration (and extraction) by way of 
hydraulic fracturing in the Karoo Basin.  TKAG represents civil society, and as such is the 
mouthpiece of ordinary people such as ourselves, whose voice would otherwise not be 
heard. 
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A special message from our members 
 
 

The membership of Granaat wishes to extend its sincere condolences to Brian Charles and 
family, with the tragic loss of his brother Owen.   We further wish Janet Charles a full 
recovery, and please know that you are in our thoughts and prayers.   
 

 
Baie Dankie ! 

 
 

Ferdi en Helen de Wet, ons kan julle nie genoeg bedank vir al die jare wat julle ons met 
ope arms by jul lapa ontvang het nie.  Ons opregte waardering vir die gebruik van hierdie 
lieflike fasiliteit, die lekker kuier en welkome beskutting teen wind en weer tydens die 
wintermaande. 

 
Upcoming Events 

 
 
Please note that our ordinary meetings 
are held on the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month and start at 6pm sharp.  Bring 
along a chair and something for the braai 
afterwards.  
 
Winter is on its way out and, weather 
permitting, our September meeting will 
be held at the Granaat Lapa in the Park. 

Interested in birdwatching?  Why not join 
the Graaff-Reinet Bird Club?  They have a 
monthly birding outing, followed by a 
sociable braai, on the 1st Saturday of each 
month.  Subs are only R30.00 p.a.   
 
Contact Judy Caryer at tel. 049-8910353 
or e-mail caryer@isat.co.za for more 
information. 

 
 
 

Granaat Komitee Kontak- en Bankbesonderhede 

PORTEFEULJE LID  /  E-POS ADRES 

Voorsitter Paul Inman 049-8910590 paulinman@telkomsa.net 
Onder-voorsitter Theuns Eksteen 049-8922983 theunsdaf@telkomsa.net 

Sekretaris Dal Morrison 049-8922333 
073 1998 168 - 

Tesourier Benadie Snyman 079 225 9334 marthasnyman@gmail.com 

3 x Gewone Lede  
Brian Charles 
Gardner van Niekerk 
Jerry Rose-Innes 

049-8924662 
049-8924674 
049-8910255 

- 
gardner@eastcape.net 

jerry.roseinnes@gmail.com 
BANK TAKKODE REKENINGHOUER TIPE REK REKENINGNOMMER 

ABSA 334-216 Granaat Spaar 91 0077 0978 
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DO YOU HAVE SOMETHING TO CONTRIBUTE?  
Please let us have your interesting stories and 
events for inclusion in our next newsletter. 

WIL U ‘N INTERESSANTE STORIE OF ERVARING 
MET ONS DEEL?  Voer gerus u bydraes deur sodat 
ons dit in die volgende nuusbrief kan plaas. 

Nuusbrief & Reklame 
Newsletter & Publicity Leonie Fouché  049-8923200 

  082 7077 403 fouche.leonie@gmail.com 

 
 
Please help us to keep our Members’ List 
current by paying your outstanding 
subscription fee.  Only R50.00 per annum 
and you get to join us at our monthly  
meeting and sociable braai, receive an 
informative newsletter every quarter and 
participate in any other events that are 
arranged during the course of the year.  
(Pay less for two or more.) 
 
Annual subs were renewable in May, so 
please remember to bring yours with to 
our next meeting, or make a direct 
deposit to our ABSA Savings Account, of 
which the details have been provided 
above.  Donations also welcome. Thanks! 

 
 
Help ons asseblief om Nuusbriewe en 
ander belangrike inligting vinniger en 
meer doeltreffend by u te kry.  Die 
Komitee rig ‘n beroep op alle lede wie 
beskik oor ‘n  e-pos fasiliteit, om hul e-
posadres aan die Klub Sekretaris (Dal 
Morrison) of Tesourier (Benadie Snyman) 
te verskaf.  Stel ons ook in kennis indien 
u kontakbesonderhede verander. 
 

 
Onthou om u R5.00 bydrae vir 
die braaihout saam te bring 
na elke vergadering ~ baie 
dankie! 
 

 
  
 

 

 

All photographs by Leonie Fouché, unless otherwise acknowledged.  All articles are published in good faith.   
SPECIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT : Cover Page image of Rhigozum Obovatum with the kind permission of 
USA photographer Michael Charters  http://www.calflora.net     
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SUBSCRIBE TO AFRICA GEOGRAPHIC 
 

and receive 11 issues of this beautiful glossy magazine per year, as well as their 
free fortnightly e-News WILD IDEA.   Pay less if you subscribe for 2 years… 
 
PLUS  other benefits !! 
 
 
From September 2012, Africa 
Geographic and Africa Birds & 
Birding will be combined into a 
single, action-packed magazine, 
loaded with a wide variety of 
interesting articles! 
 

 
 
For more information visit their website       http://www.africageographic.com/  
 
OR   on Facebook      http://www.facebook.com/home.php#!/Africa.Geographic  
 
OR   e-mail your enquiry to                            subscriptions@africageographic.com   
 
 
 

Also of interest : 
 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            (Updated reprints are available at Book Stores) 
 

 


