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FOR MEMBERSHIP & GENERAL ENQUIRIES PLEASE CONTACT DAL MORRISON AT 049-8922333 
 
 

Hot off the Press !!  Vuurwarm Nuus !! 
 

BBIIRRDDSS  ((rreeaall  oorr  iimmaaggiinneedd))  OOFF  BBHHUUTTAANN  
 

Bhutan has over 700 species of birds – a 
birder’s paradise, in other words.  My 
visit to Bhutan was not a birding trip, 
although Jill Persson – our tour facilitator 
from Himalayan Adventures, Jhb – did 
take a group of birders over with Clive 
Hopcroft in February this year;  I wanted 
the whole mixed bag of nature, culture 
and architecture and 
that is exactly what I 
got in May this year. 
 
Fortunately all three of 
us were also keen 
birders, and whenever 
the opportunity pre-
sented itself, we did a 
little off-road birding.  
One day high up on 
one of the mountain 
passes, we had an 
unexpected stroke of 
luck when we en-
countered a bus load 
(Bhutanese buses are 

small!) of Japanese bird photographers, 
who were looking for some of the 
country’s rarer birds.  The group was 
accompanied by a very experienced local 
bird guide, with fancy birdcall equipment. 
Needless to say, a small amount of gate-
crashing was done! 
 

BBjjaa  CChhuunngg  ::  LLoorrdd  
ooff  BBiirrddss  

  
Birds feature promi-
nently in Bhutanese 
art and culture.  One 
of the kingdom’s most 
famous dances – the 
Dance of the Drums of 
Dramitse, which we 
were lucky enough to 
see – features sixteen 
animal-headed masks, 
two of which are 
birds; one represen-
ting a real bird (an 
Owl) and the other 
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(see photo on previous page) a mythical 
bird, called Bja Chung, worn by the only 
dancer in the group of 16 that plays 
cymbals, while the rest perform with 
drums.   This dance is closely associated 
with Guru Rimpoche, founder of Tibetan 
Buddhism. 
 
JJaarroogg  ::  CCoorrvvuuss  ccoorraaxx  ttiibbeettaannuuss  

  

 
[Image of His Majesty Jigme Khesar Namgyel 
Wangchuck courtesy of http://bhutan-the-last-
shangrila.blogspot.com/2013/08/national-bird-
of-bhutan.html]  
 
The Raven, Bhutan’s sacred National 
Bird, is revered as being representative 
of the three guardian Deities of the 
Divine Trinity.  Legend has it that 
Mahakala, one of the Deities, trans-
cended into a Raven that guided and 
protected the unifier and former ruler of 
Bhutan (Lama Shabdrung Ngawang 
Namgyal) during three Tibetan invasions 
in the 1600s.  As a result, a crown was 
designed, bearing a richly decorated 
raven’s head.  

The original Raven Crown was worn as a 
helmet by Bhutan’s first King during the 
war against the British in 1885; since 
then newer models have been worn by 
Kings of the Wangchuck dynasty, mainly 
for ceremonial purposes on auspicious 
occasions, and is referred to as the Royal 
Raven Crown.   
 

CCrrooww  ::  CCoorrvvuuss  mmaaccrroorrhhyynncchhooss  
  

The Large-Billed Crow is so similar in 
appearance to Bhutan’s Raven, that you 
will be forgiven for confusing the two. 
 
Crows are also sacred in Bhutan; they are 
believed to be representative of Deities 
and harming them is a sin.  According to 
local custom, torma (ritual cake) is left 
out for them.  If a Crow feeds on it within 
3 days, it is considered a good omen.  
The cawing of a crow – which sounds like 
ah, a holy letter in Buddhist scripture –     
signals the imminent arrival of guests.  
However, it is a very bad omen if a Crow 
caws while circling a house!   
 
Unfortunately fewer Large-billed Crows 
are being seen in built-up areas these 
days, and urbanization has been blamed 
for the decline in their population. 
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BBjjaa  TTsshheerriinngg  ::  BBiirrdd  ooff  LLoonngg  LLiiffee  

 
The mythical Bja Tshering (or Golden 
Phoenix) features on the front of 
Bhutan’s Five Ngultrum note and also on 
the Royal House’s ceremonial throne 
covers. 
 
The Phoenix has been revered as a 
symbol of immortality or rebirth in 
ancient Egyptian and Greek mythology 
and was adopted as a sacred symbol in 
early Christianity.  It has been part of the 
Chinese culture for over 8,000 years and 
features strongly as the Me byi karmo or 
Garuda in Tibetan Buddhist culture and is 
associated with peace and tranquillity. 
 

TThhee  ssiinnggiinngg  ooff  tthhee  TThhrruusshheess 
 
Twenty-one species of Thrushes occur in 
Bhutan.  Like our Karoo Thrush, the Blue 
Whistling Thrush is the first one to start 
singing in the morning and the last one to 
stop at night.   

 

 
 
The White-collared Blackbird is another 
bird that we saw and heard frequently 
during our travels through the country.    
 

 
 
One bird that really frustrated us was the 
Striated Laughingthrush (Timaliidae or 
Babbler family – photo on next page).  
We were convinced that it was some or 
other Cuckoo, as its monotonous two-
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syllable call carried on for hours on end 
and no matter how hard we looked, we 
simply could not find it!  A few days later 
we were back at the same spot, and I 
made a point of getting up extra early the 
next morning and managed to catch it in 
the act.  Very hard to get a good look at, 
let alone take a decent photo, but I 
managed to go back to our Guest House 
with the evidence!   
 

 
  

  
  
  
  
  
  

WWoooollyy  BBuullllyy 
 
Ten species of Bulbul occur in Bhutan and 
I was privileged to see one of the more 
colourful specimens, the Red-vented 
Bulbul.  However, the very first bird I saw 
in the country, was the more common 
Black Bulbul, also known as the Asian or 
Himalayan Black Bulbul. 

 

  
 

  

  
  
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To anyone interested in reading a little more on Bhutan, I can recommend the article “ Bhutan : 
Land of the Thunder Dragon” by Mark Stratton, in National Geographic Traveller – on the 
following link http://natgeotraveller.co.uk/destinations/asia/bhutan/bhutan-land-of-the-thunder-
dragon/  
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Special Feature : The Monster at our Back Door 
 
Do you know anything about uranium 
mining?  The aggressive methods used 
and the devastating impact on our health 
and the environment?  Read all about it 
in a 2008 article by David Thorpe, on the 
following link :  
http://www.theguardian.com/commenti
sfree/2008/dec/05/nuclear-greenpolitics 
 
I was horrified to learn about Uranium 
Mining Rights applications by Lukisa JV 
Company (Pty) Ltd and Tasman Pacific 
Minerals Ltd, in the demarcated areas as 
shown on the map below – from 
Fraserburg and Loxton in the Northern 
Cape, to Laingsburg, Prince Albert and 
Beaufort West in the Western Cape and 
finally in our own backyard, alongside the 
R61 west of Aberdeen, on a site which 
has been labelled the Kareepoort Block.  
Vogelfontein and Ryst Kuil Blocks are just 
across the provincial border. 
 

Ferret Mining & Environmental Services 
(Pty) Ltd have been appointed as the 
environmental consultants who will 
conduct the public participation process, 
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 
and develop an Environmental Manage-
ment Plan (EMP) for the Karoo Uranium 
Mine Project. 
 
Apparently notices were published – at 
this point in time we don’t know when 
and where – advertising a series of 
meetings being held in six towns, none of 
them in the Camdeboo, where the 
proposed Kareepoort Block is situated. 
These meetings were scheduled for the 
first week of July 2014.   
 
More information on this disturbing issue 
can be obtained on Ferret’s website : 
http://www.ferretmining.co.za/index.ph
p?/Projects/Tasman-RSA-Mines  
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Member Contribution : Peter Burdett / SANParks 

  
FFRRIIEENNDDSS  LLIIFFTT  PPAARRKK  TTOO  GGRREEAATTEERR  HHEEIIGGHHTTSS    

  
The following article appeared in the 
June 2014 issue of the SANParks Times.  
 
“Rhigozum obovatum transforms the 
rocky pediments of the Karoo with its 
profusion of yellow flowers following 
spring rain after a long dry spell – its 
Afrikaans name is wildegranaat.  This is 
perhaps why the Friends of the 
Camdeboo National Park took this 
shrub’s name as their own – Granaat.  
This support group has made a number 
of valuable contributions to the Park, 
most recently, the construction of a new 
recreation lapa. 
 
Granaat was formed in September 2000 
when the forerunner of the Camdeboo 
National Park, the Karoo Nature Reserve, 
was stressed by inadequate funding 
under the management of the Eastern 
Cape Provincial Legislature.  At that time 
a small group of concerned local citizens 
gathered to see what they could do to 
help. 
 
Over subsequent years a number of 
projects have been tackled and the 

association has grown steadily to about 
100 members today.  They were instru-
mental in the transfer of the Karoo 
Nature Reserve to SANParks, which led to 
the proclamation of the Camdeboo 
National Park in November 2005. 
 
One of the earliest projects Granaat 
tackled was to erect an information 
board about Verreaux’s Eagle, an icon of 
the Karoo airspace, at the Valley of 
Desolation, with the aim of promoting 
the conservation of this bird.   
 
More recently, the group members were 
involved in the construction of the new 
recreational lapa adjacent to the park 
office.  This facility is a real asset and will 
in future be used as a venue for the 
group meetings as well as the Park’s 
official functions. 
 
As these meetings involve talks, suc-
culent Karoo lamb chops and a huge fire, 
it is clear why the recreational lapa is the 
perfect adage to the Park’s current 
infrastructure.” 
 

 

      
 

       
 
 
 
A Granaat meeting held in the 
new lapa on 12th November 
2013.  Photo by Leonie Fouché. 
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Member Contribution : Photos by Jill Rose-Innes 
  

  
  
  
  

This Black-shouldered Kite with its prey 
was photographed in the Camdeboo 
National Park on 16th June 2014.  There 
is something on its head which I can’t 
make out. 
  

  

  
  
  
 

… and this beautiful Spotted Eagle Owl  
was photographed in July 2013  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Now Jill had no way of knowing what a 
debate her Owl photo would start with 
Eastern Cape Birders, a facebook group. 
 
When I received it, without an ID, I first 
thought Spotted, but upon closer 
inspection, started wondering whether it 
might not be Cape, even though Cape 
Eagle Owls have not been recorded in the 
Camdeboo for a few decades; the last 
known sighting was at the quarry above 
the caravan park in the 1970s.  I first 
checked for comparisons in books and on 
birding websites, and then posted the 

photo with a query to EC Birders.  People 
were divided – some were adamant it 
was Cape; others put forward equally 
convincing arguments as to why they 
thought it was Spotted. Eventually the 
“big guns” were called in by the group’s 
administrator, and soon the verdict was 
out – it is indeed a SPOTTED EAGLE OWL, 
but the most “Capey” looking Spotty he’s 
ever seen, as one of the experts put it.  
Valuable input was provided by inter alia 
Trevor Hardaker, Alan Collett (our local 
guy), Chris Lotz, Daniël Danckwerts and 
Tim Cockcroft.  
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Upcoming Events 
 
Please note that our ordinary meetings 
are held on the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month and start at 6pm sharp.  Bring 
along a chair and something for the braai 
afterwards.  
 
We meet at the Granaat Lapa, behind 
the Camdeboo National Park’s offices, 
on the N9 / Middelburg Rd. 

Interested in birdwatching?  Why not join 
the Graaff-Reinet Bird Club?  They have a 
monthly birding outing, followed by a 
sociable braai, on the 1st Saturday of each 
month.  Subs are only R50.00 p.a.   
 
Contact Alan Collett on cellular 076 8986 
413 or e-mail arc060752@gmail.com for 
more information. 

 
 
 
 

DO YOU HAVE SOMETHING TO CONTRIBUTE?  
Please let us have your interesting stories and 
events for inclusion in our next newsletter. 

WIL U ‘N INTERESSANTE STORIE OF ERVARING 
MET ONS DEEL?  Voer gerus u bydraes deur sodat 
ons dit in die volgende nuusbrief kan plaas. 

Nuusbrief & Reklame 
Newsletter & Publicity Leonie Fouché  049-8923200 

  082 7077 403 fouche.leonie@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Please help us to keep our Members’ List 
current by paying your outstanding 
subscription fee.  Only R50.00 per annum 
and you get to join us at our monthly  
meeting and sociable braai, receive an 
informative newsletter every quarter and 
participate in any other events that are 
arranged during the course of the year.  
(Pay less for two or more.) 
 
Donations are most welcome. Thanks! 
 
Annual subscriptions were payable in 
May - remember to renew yours now.  
Kindly note that our funds are now 
being invested with another financial 
institution and electronic transfers or 
individual deposits are unfortunately no 
longer possible, so please pay your subs 
directly to our Treasurer – thank you.  

 

 
Help ons asseblief om Nuusbriewe en 
ander belangrike inligting vinniger en 
meer doeltreffend by u te kry.  Die 
Komitee rig ‘n beroep op alle lede wie 
beskik oor ‘n  e-pos fasiliteit, om hul e-
posadres aan die Klub Sekretaris (Dal 
Morrison) of Tesourier (Christo Vorster) 
te verskaf.   
 

Stel ons ook in kennis indien u 
kontakbesonderhede verander het. 
 
Onthou om u R5.00 bydrae vir die 
braaihout saam te bring na elke 
vergadering – baie dankie! 

 
Hiermee wil ons dan ook sommer vir ons 
twee staatmaker vuurmakers – Tertius en 
Fransie – baie dankie sê. 
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SSoo  vvaann  bbrraaaaii  ggeepprraaaatt……  
 
Die volgende bydrae deur Marie Retief, uit Grenspos, ‘n Ooskaapse nuusbrief : 
 
Dis Bennie se tweede dag op skool.  Tot sy Ma se verbasing, is hy 10-uur die oggend al by 
die huis.   
“Waarom is jy so vroeg terug?” vra sy Ma.   
“Die meneer en my juffrou het gaan braai.” vertel Bennie.   
“Gaan braai, op ‘n skool-oggend wanneer julle moet leer? Hoe weet jy dit?” vra sy Ma. 
“Meneer het vir juffrou oor die interkom geroep en gesê sy moet haar rooster saambring, 
toe kom ek maar huis toe want ek weet hoe lank vat ‘n braai!” 
  
  

  

Granaat Komitee Kontak- en Bankbesonderhede 
PORTEFEULJE LID  of   E-POS ADRES 

Voorsitter Theuns Eksteen 049-8922983 theunsdaf@telkomsa.net  
Onder-voorsitter Gardner van Niekerk 049-8924662 gardner@eastcape.net  

Sekretaris Dal Morrison 049-8922333 
073 1998 168 - 

Tesourier Christo Vorster 049-8922032 
084 582 6620 VorsterinGR@telkomsa.net 

Nuusbrief & Reklame Leonie Fouché 049-8923200 
082 7077 403 fouche.leonie@gmail.com 

3 x Gewone Lede  
Brian Charles 

Jerry Rose-Innes 
Wilke de Jager 

049-8924674 
049-8910255 
049-8923723 

- 
jerry.roseinnes@gmail.com 
wilkiedejager@gmail.com 

3 x Gekoöpteerde Lede 
Richard Murray 
Fransie Naudé 
Tertius Retief 

049-8923817 
049-8910660 
049-8910386 

ricanm@telkomsa.com 
- 
- 

  
(NB : Let asseblief dat daar by die vorige uitgawe ‘n fout ingekruip het met die komiteelede se 
besonderhede.  Dit is nou reggestel.)
 
 
  
 

 
 

All photographs by Leonie Fouché, unless otherwise acknowledged.  All articles are published in good faith.   
SPECIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT : Cover Page image of Rhigozum obovatum with the kind permission of USA 
photographer Michael Charters  http://www.calflora.net     
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LLooookk  oouutt  ffoorr  ssoommee  ooff  tthhee  mmoorree  ssppeecciiaall  aanndd  ccoolloouurrffuull  BBiirrddss  ooff  
BBhhuuttaann  iinn  tthhee  nneexxtt  iissssuuee……  

  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  

……  aanndd  ssoommee  ootthheerr  ssttuuffff..  
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BECOME A MEMBER OF BIRDLIFE SOUTH AFRICA 
 
 

 
 

…and receive their beautiful bi-monthly magazine 
 

as well as a free monthly e-News… 
 

PLUS  other benefits !! 
 

Various membership options are available. 
 

For more information visit their website      www.birdlife.org.za 
 

OR    e-mail your enquiry to  info@birdlife.org.za 
 

OR    “Like” them on their Facebook page 
 

http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=106516523414 
 

 
 
 
 

Also of interest : 
 
       
 
 


