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John Clarke and the Clarke family: Humansdorp district from 
1882 to 1914 
 
John Clarke, born in London in 1855, arrived the Humansdorp district in 1882 and began teaching on 
the farm Welbedracht.  He appears to have had no academic or professional teaching qualifications 
but clearly had received a good education in London - very likely at a Catholic church school. 
 

He married Johanna Fourie in 1889 and moved  home to Chatten on the east side of the Zeekoei river 
to take up his first appointment with the Cape Education Department at the Laer Zeekoeirivier Skool.  
Many of the pupils were boarders with John and Johanna.      
 

John and his family moved from Chatten to teach and live in Somerset West from 1896 to 1899. 
 

John Clarke took a year’s leave (1899 to 1900) and  probably travelled to England. His wife and 
children returned to the Humansdorp district and it is most likely they lived on the farm belonging to 
Boy van Rooyen and his wife Theodora (Fourie), the sister of Johanna. 
 

John returned to the Humansdorp district in 1901 and taught at the following schools:  
 

Eerste Rivier  1901 
 

Karredouw  1902  
(also Rietrivier)   
 

Patensie  1903 -1906 
 

Hankey  1907 - 1914 
 

John Clarke moved with his family to Pretoria in 1915. 
 

Died:  1938   
(Grave: Rebecca Street Cemetery, Pretoria, with Johanna Clarke). 

John Clarke at the age of 
about 50. 



Cover of a booklet 

issued by the N.G. Kerk, 

Kareedouw 

                                         Extract from  EEUFEES (1909 - 2009) published by the N.G. Kerk, Kareedouw 



Left: Cover of the  Gamtoos Valley Primary School  
        centenary publication. 
 

Right: School Register of Admission and  
          Withdrawal filled in by John Clarke   
          during the time (1903 - 1906)when he  
          was a teacher at the school - then named  
          Patentie East. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
The following three pages contain extracts 
from Feesblad Laerskool Gamtoosvallei 100 Jaar. 

In June 1901, four months after obtaining permission to rejoin his 
family after the expiration of the one-year’s leave, John Clarke 
obtained a position at a Government Aided Poor School, a short 
distance from where they were living. A letter from the Department of 
Public Education, Cape Town, acknowledging his application for 
‘Good Service Allowance’, as from 1st July 1901, is addressed to him 
at the Patentie (Patensie?) Public School. Patensie must have been the 
Governmant. Aided Poor School to which he was appointed.   
(Researched by David Frost, grandson of  John Clarke) 





Admission register filled in by John Clarke, Patensie school, 1903. 





The view in a north-westerly direction from the hill above Hankey from the hill.  The position of the school and 
house are indicated. 

Hankey at the time when John Clarke taught at the Hankey 
Government School between 1907 and 1914 



The school established by the London Missionary Society in Hankey across the river from the government 
school where John Clarke was principal. 

A postcard photograph taken in about 1908. 



The Clarke family in Hankey 1907 to 1914 
In 1907 John Clarke was appointed  by the Cape  Education Department as principal of the Hankey 
Government Primary School and the family moved from Patensie to Hankey.   
 
The school building and house where the Clarke family lived stood opposite each other on Damon Street, on 
the west side of the Kleinrivier in old Hankey.  More than 100 years later both the school building (now 
derelict) and house (much changed) remain intact, between the Hankey Congregational Church and the small 
old NG Kerk in Damon Street.  The school was a well constructed building and appeared, from photos taken  
at the time, to have been recently built.  The building consisted of one large very large room with a high ceiling 
and possibly with movable partitions and a store room.  There were verandas running the length of the east 
side of the building and part of the west side. Rain water tanks were positioned against the south side outside 
wall.  There were two separate toilet buildings on the west side of the school. 

John Clarke on the veranda of the Cape Government school building, Hankey.   

2018  The south side of the school building where the rain water tanks stood.  To the west of the school is the 
house on Damon Street. 



2018   The house (A) where the Clarke family lived, the small NG church (B) and the now derelict school building (C).  

 The school and house in about 1908 

A B C 



John FC Clarke standing in front of the school building in 2018 where his grandfather John Clarke stood more than 100 
years ago.  The doorway position is the same but the windows have changed. The veranda roof structure in its entirety has 
been removed.  

John Clarke standing in front of the Hankey Government School where he was principal from 1907 to 1914.  



The interior of the school building in 2018.  Alterations were made to the building at some point.  The outside 
toilets were demolished and a new toilet block was added on the north side of the building. The original 

windows and doors were also replaced. 



The home of John and Johanna Clarke, Hankey, in about 1911.   John Clarke is holding Geoffrey, his youngest son 
at that time. 

The house in 2018, more than 100 years later. 



The Clarke family, Hankey, 1907.    
Back: Theresa and Marjorie.  Front: Jack, Johanna, Edward, John and Frances.  

 

Geoffrey Clarke standing in the front garden of the house 
at Hankey with the school in the background.  The model 
ship he is holding was probably made by his father. 



1913   Johanna Clarke, wife of John Clarke, standing near her home in Hankey with the school building in the 
background.  Johanna grew up on farms in the Humansdorp district and was one of John Clarke’s school 
pupils on the farm Mooibakkies.  Johanna married  John when she was 19 years old and they had seven 
children. 



The NG church, Hankey in 2018.  The church was enlarged at an unknown date. 

The NG church in Damon Street, Hankey as it was over 100 years ago.   This was probably the church that Johanna Clarke 
attended. 



Theresa, Marjorie with Eddie, Jack, and John Clarke standing in front of unidentified buildings 
 in Hankey or Patensie.    



 
 
On resigning from the Cape Educational Department, John Clarke received the following testimonial from the 
Hankey School Committee:  
 
The bearer, Mr John Clarke, has been principal of the Hankey Public School (A.3) for the past seven and a quarter years (7 ¼). 
During that period he has shown himself to be a true and able teacher, a strict disciplinarian, and has attained, since taking up the 
position here, results highly satisfactory to the school, pupils and to the Committee.  
As a result of his earnestness in his profession, and the methods adopted by him in bringing the scholars forward, the Government  
inspections have been most favourable, in fact, the best in the Humansdorp District.  
During his term of office as Principal, his relations with the Committee have been most cordial, and it with sincere regret that we 
learn of his resignation.  
He leaves us on his own accord, and carries with him our heartiest and best wishes for his future welfare, and we can with the fullest 
confidence recommend him to any Board or Division to whom he may apply.  
Signed on behalf of the Committee:  
WA Pittaway, Chairman      JAS Blacklaws Hon.Sec.  
 
One may speculate as to why John Clarke took the step of resigning as principal at the age of sixty.  He 
appeared to have a good job, status as principle and a house - possibly belonging to the Cape Education 
Department.  He moved to Pretoria with a good testimonial, years of teaching experience but no (known) 
academic or professional qualifications.  This lack appears to have resulted in him not being able to find a good 
teaching post in Pretoria.  He had earlier also bought land in Hankey in a township development - which he 
never sold. He may have wanted his sons to have the educational opportunities that a city offered and very 
likely wanted to be close to Theresa and Marjorie who had teaching posts in Pretoria.  However, the move did 
not seem to work in the favour of John - or Johanna (for the first time in her life she was living far away from 
her family and the Humansdorp district where she grew up).  In the time they lived in Pretoria they lost two 
children and Percy was crippled by polio.  Hannie became a victim of tuberculosis and died in Pretoria from the 
disease at the age of 63.  The family also moved home within Pretoria four or five times after their move from 
Hankey.  Percy was born and grew up within this period in Pretoria.  Theresa, Marjorie, Frances (briefly), Jack, 
Eddie and even Geoff had memories of childhood in the world of Kareedouw, Patensie, Hankey and the 
Humansdorp family farms.   
 

Research: David Frost, son of  Marjorie (Clarke) and Harry Frost 

After Hankey... 



Early history of  the residential land Lot 7, Block 2, Hankey   
 
John Clarke bought Lot 7of Block 2 in 1908 from the London Missionary Society.  He paid a sum 
close to 25 pounds sterling in a series of instalments.  He did not build on the property and when he 
left Hankey at the end of 1914 he appears to have made no attempt to sell the land.   Lot 7, Block 2 
remained the property of John Clarke for the duration of his life.  He died intestate in 1938 and the 
responsibility for the property was taken over by his eldest daughter Theresa Clarke.  An arrangement 
was reached during her lifetime for the property to be donated to the Hankey Village Management 
Board in lieu of the payment of outstanding rates. 

Detail from the map entitled Plan of Hankey and issued in October, 1905 by T. Searle M.L.A. agent for the London 

Missionary Society.  



Copy of the receipt for the first instalment, Lot 7, Block 2, Hankey, made out to John Clarke on 8th January 1908. 

(Clarke family archives) 



A record of payments made by John Clarke to the London Missionary Society. 

(Clarke family archives) 



Copy of the letter written in 1970 by Percy Clarke, youngest son of John Clarke, to the Divisional Council of 
Port Elizabeth, following the death of his eldest sister Theresa Clarke.  Theresa took over responsibility for the 

property in Hankey following the death of John Clarke.      (Clarke family archives) 



 
 

Important 
This PDF file is considered ‘a work in progress’ and alterations and additions are likely to be made in the 

future.  If mistakes are found or if additional relevant information is available, or may be discovered, please 
contact JFC Clarke: Cell: 083 9607292  Email: clarkejfc@gmail.com. 


